
Outlined below is some key information you 
should be aware of as you prepare to renew your 
registration.

Professional Architectural Corporations:
The Professional Architectural Corporation 
law (R.S. 12:1086-1101) establishes owner 
and director requirements for registration with 
the Board. The online application has been 
designed to validate that your firm meets these 
requirements. Please be sure to have information 
regarding the number of shares authorized for 
your firm, the total number of shares that have 
been issued, and total number of shares owned 
by Louisiana licensed architects, as well as total 
number of directors and directors licensed to 
practice architecture in Louisiana.

Architectural Engineering Corporations and 
Architectural Firms
The Board rules for Architectural Engineering 
Corporations and Architectural Firms require 
you to designate one or more Supervising 
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firms to 
renew!

After almost a year of planning and 
development, we are pleased to 
announce the launch of our new 
online application portal for firm 
registration, just in time for firm 
renewal! The registration period for 
firms runs from July 1 through June 
30 each year. 

In order to access your renewal 
application, there are a few actions 
that must be completed:  
Step 1.  Create an account in our 
online application portal.
Step 2.  Identify a Point of Contact 
for your firm.
Step 3.  Complete the  
Renewal Application.

You can find more details regarding 
establishing an account and 
identifying a Point of Contact for your 
firm on our website:  
https://licensing.lsbae.com
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Online renewal now available! 
June 30 is deadline for firms

Kevin J. Singh, AIA, NCARB, 
was appointed to the LSBAE 
Board of Directors by Gov. 
John Bel Edwards, and began 
serving his term on January 1.

 Kevin is an 
associate 
professor of 
architecture 
at Louisiana 
Tech and 
director of the 
University’s 
Community 
Design Activism Center 
(CDAC). He has taught 
professional practice courses 
for 13 years at Tech, designed 
residential projects throughout 
north Louisiana, and hopes 
that his experience will help 
the Board as it deals with 
regulating the profession. 

“I’ve always had a passion 
to serve others,” Singh said, 
“and this is a great opportunity 
to serve architects in our 
state and give back to the 
profession. The LSBAE has 
a long history of being one of 
the best architecture boards 
in the country. I’m honored 
to be joining the board and 
serving licensed architects in 
Louisiana.”

This fall the Louisiana chapter 

Kevin Singh

https://licensing.lsbae.com
https://licensing.lsbae.com
https://licensing.lsbae.com/landing


Professional Architect(s). A Supervising architect is responsible 
for performing or directly supervising the performance of 
all architectural services provided by the firm. This means 
unrestricted, unchecked, and unqualified command of, and 
legal accountability for, the architectural services performed. 
Specifications, drawing, or other related documents will be 
deemed to have been prepared by the architect or under the 
architect’s direct supervision only when the requirements of Board 
Rules have been satisfied. Only individuals who are licensed by 
the Board and full-time active employees of the firm and whose 
primary occupation is with the firm may be designated as a 
supervising professional architect.

Limited Liability Companies
In 2017, the LSBAE rules were updated to reflect a new structure 
for types of firms registering with the Board. As a result, we are 
no longer issuing Limited Liability Company licenses and will 
transition your existing LL license to an Architectural Firm license. 
Instead of completing a renewal application for your LL license, 
you will be directed to complete an application for an Architectural 
Firm license. It is important to understand that there are no 
changes to the information you will be required to provide during 
the renewal process. Please note that you will receive a new 

license number effective with this renewal. 

Renewal applications must be submitted with payment by 
June 30th or completed paper forms and payment must 
be postmarked by June 30. Applications not postmarked on 
or before June 30th will be assessed a delinquent fee equal to 
the renewal fee of $75 (in-state) or $150 (out-of-state) will be 
assessed in addition to the regular renewal fee for a total of $150 
(in-state) or $300 (out-of-state) respectively.

Renewal applications delinquent more than 90 days may also be 
subject to fines in addition to the delinquent fees.
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ONLINE RENEWAL
(continued from page 1)

Kevin Singh joins LSBAE Board
(continued from page 1)

of the U.S. Green Building Council (USGBC), dedicated to 
building green buildings and communities worldwide, presented 
Singh its Innovation Champion Award for 2018 at its Louisiana 
FORWARD Symposium. The USGBC’s Sustainability Leadership 
Awards honor people, organizations, and companies that are 
transforming the “built environment” and communities in Louisiana 
into greener, healthier places to live, work, and learn.
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Goldring/Woldenberg Business Complex, Tulane University 
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LSBAE Board continues to 
make important rule changes

The Board continues to evolve with new members, new licensure 
requirements, new rules, and an increased focus on enforcement 
of the Practice Act and Regulations. I was elected as Chair of the 
Board in September of 2018 and took office this past January. 
It has been a very productive and rewarding year which has 
resulted in many positive and worthwhile initiatives.

The Board has been working on a few important rule changes. 
One relates to topics acceptable for Health, Safety and Welfare 
(HSW) continuing education hours. The purpose of the change is 
to align the HSW continuing education subjects with the current 
experience areas of the Architectural Experience Program (AXP) 
and the practice areas of the Architect Registration Examination 
(ARE), which will expand the number of qualifying educational 
topics. These modifications do not impact the number of HSW 
continuing education hours required each calendar year. 

Another rule change codifies current practice and clarifies the 
existing rules of conduct to ensure they remain relevant to 
contemporary architectural practice. The Rules of Conduct are 
broken into five sections: Competence, Conflict of Interest, Full 
Disclosure, Compliance with Laws, and Sealing Documents. 
“Sealing Documents” is a new section intended to clarify when 
an architect should place his professional seal on technical 
documents.

An architect shall seal only those technical submissions that were 
prepared under the architect’s responsible control. Exceptions to 
this rule are: 
• Technical submissions not required by law to be prepared by 
an architect, including information supplied by manufacturer, 
suppliers, installers or contractors when that information is 
intended to be incorporated into the architect of record’s technical 
submissions and the architect has reviewed this information and 
can trust its accuracy.
• Prototypical building documents that were prepared by an 
architect licensed in another U.S. jurisdiction can be sealed if 
the architect of record determines that the documents are in 
compliance with the requirements of Louisiana and incorporates 
them into their own technical submissions. 

Another proposed rule change modifies the license renewal 
process and fee structure for individual licensees. Public 
comments on this proposed change are being accepted through 
June 18, 2019.  For further information on this proposed change, 
click https://lsbae.com/wp-content/uploads/2019/04/Proposed-
Rule-Change-for-WEb.pdf 

In 2016, the Board received statutory authority to establish an 
Architecture & Education Research Fund (AERF) to be used to 
better educate and prepare students for careers in architecture. 

(continued on page 4)

Mizell Residence  
Albert Architecture  
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These funds may be awarded to the four NAAB accredited 
schools in Louisiana based upon their proposal of identifying ways 
to better integrate the practice of architecture into the educational 
experience of their students. I am pleased to announce that the 
Board is currently reviewing the first round of applications for this 
program. 

Last winter, my colleague, Robert McKinney, reported to you that 
a Task Force was created from members of the LSBAE, LAPELS 
(Louisiana Professional Engineering and Land Surveying Board), 
AIA Louisiana and ACEC Louisiana to develop a definition of 
incidental practice. A draft was forwarded to both Boards for 
review and consideration. In December, our Board reviewed the 
draft language and determined that there were additional sections 
of the document that required further discussion and clarification. 
The effort by both Boards to define incidental practice is still 
ongoing. We appreciate the members of the Task Force who are 
committed to finding a solution that would be beneficial to both 
professions.

Once the definition has been approved, a Notice of Intent (NOI) 
for Rule-making will have to be published by each Board and a 
comment period will be required. As a matter of practice, all rule 
changes being considered by our Board are published on our 
website. I encourage you to monitor this activity and provide your 
feedback at the appropriate time. 

I would like to take this opportunity to thank Mr. Robert McKinney, 
who served as the Architect Educator on our Board for 12 years. 
Mr. McKinney was very dedicated and served our state and his 
fellow architects with competence and professionalism. We are 
very appreciative for his time and commitment to serving. Mr. 
McKinney was replaced on the Board by Mr. Kevin J. Singh.

I have also had the privilege of working with a very dedicated and 
knowledgeable Board. Allen Bacque - AIA, NCARB; Ron Blitch 
- FAIA, FACHA, NCARB;  David Brinson - AIA, NCARB; Richard 
LeBlanc - AIA, NCARB; Knox Tumlin (Secretary) - AIA, NCARB, 
CSI; Kevin J. Singh - AIA, LEED AP BD +C, NCARB; and Board 
Attorney - Paul Spaht. 

The accomplishments this past year could not have been 
done without the leadership and dedication of our Executive 
Director, Kathy Hillegas, and our devoted staff, Deputy Director  
Tyson Ducote, Compliance Investigator, Holly Lavigne, and 
Administrative Coordinator, Paulette James. We appreciate their 
hard work and commitment to the Board.

If you have yet to visit the Board’s updated, easy-to-navigate 
website, I invite you to familiarize yourself with it (www.lsbae.
com). This is a great way to stay updated and informed on Board 
news and initiatives. 

It has been a very active year so far, and a lot has been 
accomplished. It is an honor and privilege to serve the architects 
and citizens of Louisiana.
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Work continues on 
technology updates

Staff work has continued on our path to evolve systems and 
processes related to licensure through the winter and spring. 
The launch of our new “smart” database last fall was just step 
one in a series of updates we have been working on. Following 
conclusion of the individual renewal cycle, we immediately began 
development of an online portal which will enable firms to manage 
their registration electronically.  For the first time ever, firms can 
now apply for and renew their registration with us through our 
website.

Our new system was designed to provide multiple layers of 
protection of your information. With that in mind, access to the 
system is linked to your personal e-mail address and that e-mail 
address can only be tied to one person and/or firm. The user 
identification and password that had been used for many years 
will no longer apply and you will have to establish a new account 
in the system. This may be frustrating for you and feel like a lot of 
unnecessary steps, but protection of your personal information is 
a major priority for the Board.

We are very proud of how much has been accomplished in 
the design and implementation of this system but are far from 
being done. There are many enhancements that we have put 
on the backburner in order to focus on development of the firm 
applications. Work on those will continue this summer after firm 
renewal season has closed.

Many of you have reached out to provide feedback on your 
experience with the system and we will continue to work with the 
developers to simplify the process for you.  The biggest challenge 
we seem to be experiencing is the concept of a single sign on for 
each licensee. 

In addition to a concentrated focus on system development, we 
have been monitoring proposed legislation that may impact the 
operations of the Board. More information about that can be found 
in the Attorney’s Report on page 7.  We continue to work closely 
with the Engineer’s Licensing Board, State Fire Marshal Office, 
and AIALA on ways to make our policies and procedures easier 
and more efficient for you, in order to better maintain the public’s 
health, safety and welfare.

In December, the Board bid farewell to longtime Board member, 
Robert J. McKinney. Robert filled the role of architectural educator 
on the board. He closed his service to the Board out by serving 
as Chairman for 2018. We are grateful for his calm, steady and 
thoughtful participation and leadership of the Board. A new Board 
member, Kevin J. Singh, AIA, NCARB was appointed by Governor 
Edwards and began his term on January 1.

Also joining the Board in January is Paulette James. Paulette 
is the friendly voice that you hear when you call the office. She 
assists licensees with inquiries and provides support to the rest 
of the staff with the day to day operations of the office. Take a 
moment to say hello to her next time you call.

In closing, I would like to thank each of you and your staff for 
the patience you have afforded us as we continue to update and 
evolve our systems and processes. Each of these initiatives have 
been taken on with a desire to make your experience with us as 
seamless and easy as possible. I encourage you to call or e-mail 
at any time if you have questions or concerns about these efforts.

I hope you have a safe, healthy and happy summer!
     Kathy 
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Congratulations to our new licensees by examination
The Board is pleased to announce that the following individuals were licensed 

between November 9, 2018 and May 23, 2019.

NAME  CITY NAME  CITY

Waleed Ahmed AlGhamdi New Orleans, LA
Brady McGee Barclay, 
    AIA, NCARB New Orleans, LA
Ryan Michael Bertucci
    AIA, LEED Green Associate Mandeville,  LA
Edward Monro Brown New Orleans,  LA
Anthony Filippo Cane
    NCARB New Orleans,  LA
Yang Chai Shreveport,  LA
Claire E Cornett
    AIA, LEED, NCARB  New Orleans,  LA
Lance M. Dickman New Orleans,  LA
Toni Ann DiMaggio New Orleans,  LA
Daniel Caleb Ferg New Orleans,  LA
Michael Daniel Grote New Orleans,  LA
Tyler Michael Guidroz New Orleans,  LA
Neka Lynn Highland
    NCARB New Orleans,  LA
Jonathan Henry House New Orleans,  LA
Michael Joseph Johnson New Orleans,  LA
Emily Joel Jones New Orleans,  LA
Kristen Anne Kelsch New Orleans,  LA
Jacques Pierre Levet, Jr Hammond,  LA
Ian Mills
    AIA, NCARB New Orleans,  LA

John Philip Mouton New Orleans,  LA
Michael Terrence Murray New Orleans,  LA
Tyson Brooks O’Brien, AIA Baton Rouge,  LA
Emily P. Orgeron Metairie,  LA
Jonathan F. Perret Edgard,  LA
Alexander L.  Ratliff  
    Assoc. AIA, LEED AP BD+C New Orleans,  LA
Kelli Cunningham Reinhardt New Orleans,  LA
Candace Lynn Richard Church Point,  LA
Jacob Gardner Rosenzweig
    RA, NCARB New Orleans,  LA
Nicholas William Satterfield
    AIA, NCARB New Orleans,  LA
Kimberly Schoennagel Hosch New Orleans,  LA
Alexandre Sixt New Orleans,  LA
Judson West Terry Baton Rouge,  LA
Charles James Van Horn Jr.
    AIA, NCARB New Orleans,  LA
Dillon Joseph Van Way Lafayette,  LA
Trevor Lynn Waller Lafayette,  LA
Megan Carolyn Williams Baton Rouge,  LA
Zhi Judy Yan-Hamby
    AIA, LEED BD+C Baton Rouge,  LA

Palmisano Headquarters 
Palmisano 
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The 2019 legislature is currently considering, and has already 
considered, a number of bills which are of interest to architects.  
This article will mention a few.

HB 354 (Representative Falconer) sought to remove the current 
exemption in the Architect Licensing Law for civil engineers.  This 
exemption allows civil engineers to practice architecture.  The 
exemption has existed since 1946 when both Tulane University 
and Louisiana State University offered architectural-engineering 
degrees, something which of course no longer happens. Although 
the licensing laws of most states allow engineers to practice 
architecture incidental to the practice of engineering, and vice-
versa, Louisiana is the only state in the country which contains 
a complete exemption in its architect licensing law allowing 
civil engineers to practice architecture.  In 2018, approximately 
thirty (30) percent of buildings submitted to the Louisiana Fire 
Marshall’s Office requiring a professional of record were stamped 
by civil engineers.

The House Commerce Committee considered HB 354 in late 
April of 2019.  AIA Louisiana representatives appeared in force to 
support the bill.  Six practicing architects testified, and eight other 
architects submitted cards in favor of the bill, primarily seeking 
to emphasize that the current exemption has a negative effect 
on the health, safety, and welfare of the public.  To do this, the 
difference between the education, examination, and experience 
of an architect versus an engineer was explained, as were their 
respective roles and limitations in the design of buildings intended 
for human occupation and habitation. 

Representatives of the American Council of Engineering 
Companies and the Louisiana Engineering Society appeared in 
force to oppose the bill.  Practicing civil engineers testified that 
for many years civil engineers have designed functional and 
safe buildings.  It was argued that the bill was not about public 
safety but about protectionism at the expense of competition 
and client desires.  If passed, the bill would escalate the costs of 
design services, and clients should be allowed to decide who can 
best provide any such services needed.  Representatives of the 
Louisiana Police Jury Association and the Louisiana Municipal 
Association also appeared and testified against the bill.

Members of the House Commerce Committee were extremely 
interested in the proposed legislation.  No fewer than nine 
representatives asked questions or made comments.  Their 
questions concerned a wide variety of matters, including the 
current need for any legislative change; whether public safety is 
threatened by the current laws; the effect of the bill upon costs, 
availability of design services, and the design professions, and 
whether building owners should have the right to choose their 
design professional.

The exemption for civil engineers in the Architect Licensing Law 
will not be eliminated this legislative session.  After approximately 
two hours of testimony and questioning, the bill was voluntarily 
deferred. The committee hearing can be observed in its entirety 
online at the Louisiana House of Representatives website.

 HB 196 (Representative Falconer), as amended, seeks 
to exempt the Louisiana Professional Engineering and Land 
Surveying Board (LAPELS) and the Louisiana State Board of 
Architectural Examiners (LSBAE) from the current requirement 
that they notify licensees in writing of complaints within six (6) 
months of their filing or be barred from further action thereon. 
The purpose of the bill is to allow those boards sufficient time to 
investigate a complaint before involving the licensee.  The bill has 
been reported favorably by the House Commerce Committee.

HB 565 (Representative Morris) creates a selection process for 
licensed design professionals to secure local public contracts.  
It establishes a number of requirements for such contracts, 
including that the local government agency seeking design 
professional services advertise the local project.  It sets forth 
a procedure for design professionals to submit applications for 
design services, and it requires that the agency conduct a public 
hearing to select the desired design professional.  It prohibits 
the design professional and the agency from paying any fee or 
commission to any person, other than a bona fide employee of 
the design professional, to solicit or secure the agreement, and it 
provides for penalties and license suspensions for any violation of 
this prohibition. This bill was referred to committee.

Although other bills could be mentioned, the author believes 
the above are those which will have the potential for having the 
greatest effect upon the Board’s abilities to regulate the practice 
of architecture.
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Bills affecting architects fail 
to move through Legislature

By Paul H. Spaht, LSBAE Board Attorney

REPORT
BOARD ATTORNEY’S

St. Stephen Catholic Church  
Trapolin-Peer Architects  
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Submittals continue to increase 
in number, complexity

I like to begin these newsletters by reporting on the plan 
submittals that we receive.  Each time I do, the numbers and the 
complexity of the projects increase slightly above the previous 
report.  This is great for the economy and it challenges us to find 
new and better ways to manage the projects.  Since January 
1, there has been 6,254 projects submitted for review - about 
200 more than we had received in the same period last year.  
The scope and complexity of the projects also increased by 
approximately 12 percent.  Of these, 3,304 were architectural plan 
submittals, with an estimated increase of 10.7 percent in scope.  
I will have the ability to dissect these numbers further into those 
submitted by professionals of record verses the “mom & pop” 
projects after our next system update.

There’s a game that my wife had downloaded on our iPad at 
home called Harbor Master.  The object is to direct boats around 
the harbor without them crashing.  The game increases in 
complexity and moves along faster as you play.  It reminds me a 
lot of what we do here on a daily basis.  Projects come in, are sent 
back with one or more status identified, and most come back for 
further review before being sent back out again.  Some move in 
and out faster than others and they all vary in size and complexity.  
We cannot predict what the next project will be, but they all need 
to be sent out before crashing.  Needless to say, I don’t play that 
game much on weekends. 

Complete submittals are most important when moving projects 
forward in a timely manner.  Projects that contain all of the 
information needed to document code compliance move through 
the office much faster than others without this information.  Two or 
more reviews are often required for
incomplete submittals, which slows 
the process down tremendously.  We 
also spend more time on the mom 
& pop projects for this reason and in 
explaining the requirements to them. 

On another note, it is important for us 
to have current contact information 
on file in order to make a quick call 
or to send an email if clarifications 
are needed.  Prior to implementing 
our online system back in 2015, we 
received contact information on all 
licensed architects from LSBAE.  An 
ongoing issue we are currently facing 
is that preferred business contact 
information identified with our office 
may conflict with LSBAE. Our system 
gives you the ability to request 
updates to this information if needed, 

which most of you have already done.  We do attempt to confirm 
that such requests are authorized by you, as the professional of 
record, and are not fraudulent before accepting the changes.  We 
have had a few cases of fraudulent requests made by others.  
LSBAE’s new online system is fantastic, however we are no 
longer able to confirm new or updated email and phone number 
changes and many new licensees have been added and some 
removed since our transfer in 2015.

This dilemma prompted dialog between this office and LSBAE 
and LAPELS in an effort to resolve.  We are currently discussing 
ways to validate current license status and contact information 
with LSBAE.  Opening the lines of communication between our 
databases would ensure that you are notified immediately, and 
would have full access to any project submitted to our office with 
your license number identified in the submittal – including the 
linked system shop drawing submittals.

We have had a couple of review managers retire recently.  Rush 
Loughridge in our Monroe office and Pat Flory in our New Orleans 
office are now enjoying their retirement.  I am truly grateful for 
their commitment to public safety and the service that they have 
provided during their career with us here and wish them well 
during these future years.  We also have a few new architects that 
will be joining our team soon.  It may be a few months before you 
will see new names on your review letters as our training program 
starts with smaller scopes of work before graduating to more 
complex projects.

As always, thank you all for your support and partnership with this 
office!  
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REVIEW CORNER
OSFM PLAN

 By: Joe Delaune, Chief Architect

Copper Vine Courtyard 
Spackman Mossop Michaels 
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Transmittal Fee Reduced
Did you know that The National Council of Architectural 
Registration Boards (NCARB) has lowered the fee for transmitting 
an NCARB Record from $400 to $385, effective January 3, 
2019. The $15 reduction is the first stage in a multi-year effort to 
gradually lower transmittal fees for architects seeking out-of-state, 
or reciprocal, licensure.

ARE Candidate Misconduct
In January, the National Council of Architectural Registration 
Boards (NCARB) Board of Directors issued sanctions for eight 
candidates who violated the Architect Registration Examination® 
(ARE®) Candidate Agreement.

The case was instigated by an anonymous whistleblower 
allegation of candidate misconduct, which NCARB received last 
summer. An investigation into the allegation led to confirmation 
that several individuals were sharing exam content through a 
series of emails. NCARB was able to obtain copies of the emails 
and determine the severity of misconduct that took place by each 
candidate. As part of the sanctions, each candidate received a 
public reprimand and was required to complete six hours of ethics 
continuing education within the next 12 months. In addition, exam 
scores were invalidated for those candidates who were found to 
have had knowledge of exam questions prior to testing, and exam 
scores were invalidated for any exam division for which they were 
found to have shared identifiable exam content. 

These actions of candidate misconduct and NCARB Board 
sanctions have been reported to the licensing board where the 
candidates were testing or had been issued a license. That 
licensing board is now conducting their own investigation into the 
matter and will make determinations related to the candidates 
pending applications or licenses.

To ensure the validity of exam results, NCARB takes several steps 
to protect the security of ARE, including administering the exam at 
Prometric’s secure test centers and requiring that all candidates 
abide by the ARE Candidate Agreement. The agreement prohibits 
candidates from attempting to access or distribute exam content 
before or after taking any ARE division and outlines other 
responsibilities of each candidate for licensure.

International Test Centers
Since last fall a number of international Prometric test centers 
have been added to the large network of sites administering the 
Architect Registration Examination® (ARE®). When ARE 5.0 was 
launched in November 2016, there were only three international 
sites: London; Abu Dhabi, United Arab Emirates; and Kowloon, 
Hong Kong. The exam is now available in the following locations:
Buenos Aires, Argentina  Melbourne, Australia
Perth, Australia   Sydney, Australia
Manama, Bahrain   Brasilia, Brazil

NCARB addresses fees, exam misconduct, 
new test centers and test score reviews
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Rio De Janeiro, Brazil  Beijing, China
Jinan, China   Shanghai, China
Nanjing, China   Berlin, Germany
Frankfurt, Germany  Athens, Greece
Rome, Italy   Auckland, New Zealand
Madrid, Spain   Doha, Qatar
Dubai, United Arab Emirates

ARE Review
Did you know that if a candidate does not pass a division of the 
ARE, they have several options, including retaking
the failed division, requesting a score verification from NCARB, 
or requesting an examination review. Retaking a division and 
requesting a score report are available to all candidates and both 
have fees associated with them.

Examination Review
A request for examination review should be submitted to NCARB 
and will then be forwarded to the board for approval. Here are a 
few important items to note about the review process:

• NCARB charges a $300 fee to review a failed exam
• The application and review fee must be received by NCARB 

within four months of administration of the exam, and the re-

view process must be completed within six months of the test 
date.

• Only questions answered incorrectly may be reviewed.
• Candidates may only challenge a question answered incorrectly 

if your board allows challenges and appeals.
• If there is a successful challenge to a question—through an 

NCARB-facilitated review process—that changes a score from 
fail to pass, NCARB will recognize the new score for NCARB 
certification.

Score Verification
Any candidate can request a score verification. A score verification 
will involve the review of your performance on all questions by 
an NCARB staff architect. The process will verify that the score 
and descriptive feedback reported accurately represented your 
performance on the division. 

A candidate can request a score verification of a failed division up 
to 60 days from the date of the administration. A score verification 
can be requested by contacting NCARB Customer Service at 202-
879-0520. The fee for a score verification is $100. In the event 
that it is found that the score or descriptive feedback reported to 
the candidate was not accurate, the score verification fee will be 
refunded.

NCARB

St. Mary’s Dominican High School, Benson Science and Technology Complex 
Blitch Knevel Architects 
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One important function of the Board is to investigate alleged 
violations of the statutes and rules which regulate the practice 
of architecture in Louisiana.  Substantiated violations result in 
disciplinary or enforcement action being taken either through a 
Consent Order or by Board Order following a formal hearing.  The 
following are summaries of the disciplinary actions taken by the 
Board since the previous issue of the newsletter last December.

Offering and/or Practicing Architecture with an Expired 
License: M2 Studio, LLC, an architectural firm (license 
#LL0347), was subject to disciplinary action by the Board for 
practicing and/or offering to practice architecture in Louisiana 
with an expired license in violation of La. R.S. 37:153(A)(3) and 
37:154(A).  The firm’s license was in an expired status from July 
1, 2016, through December 18, 2017, and during this time the 
Board’s investigation disclosed that the firm offered to practice 
and/or practiced architecture on approximately 15 projects in 
Louisiana.  The firm entered into a Consent Order with the Board 
wherein it admitted to the referenced violations of the above laws 
and agreed to pay a fine of $1,500; pay administrative costs of 
$295.15; the publication of the Consent Order on the Board’s 
website, the printing of a summary of this matter identifying the 
firm by name in this publication, and the reporting of this matter to 
the NCARB Disciplinary Database. 

Offering and/or Practicing Architecture with an Expired 
License: Bendernagel Architects, L.L.C., an architectural firm 
(license #LL0012), was subject to disciplinary action by the Board 

for practicing and/or offering to practice architecture in Louisiana 
with an expired license in violation of La. R.S. 37:153(A)(3) and 
37:154(A).  The firm’s license was in an expired status from July 
1, 2016, through December 11, 2018, and during this time period 
the Board’s investigation disclosed that the firm offered to practice 
and/or practiced architecture on approximately 12 projects in 
Louisiana.  The firm entered into a Consent Order with the Board, 
wherein it admitted to the referenced violations of the above laws 
and agreed to pay a fine of $2,500; pay administrative costs of 
$158.04; the publication of the Consent Order on the Board’s 
website, the printing of a summary of this matter identifying the 
firm by name in this publication, and the reporting of this matter to 
the NCARB Disciplinary Database. 

Unlicensed Offering and/or Practicing of Architecture
Aaron Robinson d/b/a Re:design Architectural Studios, 
an unlicensed individual d/b/a an unlicensed firm, was subject 
to enforcement action by the Board for practicing and/or 
offering to practice architecture and using the terms “architect,” 
“architectural,” and “architecture” without proper licensure in 
violation of La. R.S. 37:145(A) and La. R.S. 37:154(A), to wit LAC 
Title 46: I§1527.  Since at least December of 2017, the firm has 
represented on its website that  “R.A.S. provides thoughtful and 
client focused efficient design that returns ... detailed oriented 
architecture. Based in New Orleans, LA. and Santa Barbara CA, 
... Re:design has prided ourselves on being responsible for the 
design of a wide variety of building types ... from the hurricane 
prone gulf coast area’s (sic) and earthquake and drought laden 

Firms cited for practicing with 
expired license, no license

By Tyson Ducote, Deputy Director
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California”; “[o]ur projects vary in scale from restaurant, historical 
residential, production homes, luxury mansions, and lite (sic) 
commercial”; “[w]e have always had a hands on approach to: 
management, architectural/landscaping design and carpentry 
.... “, “[w]e are confident that our ideas regarding the use of 
simple modern aesthetic design and materials ... with a strong 
understanding of historical architecture and design will benefit 
your project,” and the firm’s New Orleans location and phone 
number are listed.  Further statements concerning the unlicensed 
firm include: (a) on its houzz profile page that a “License Number 
is available upon request,” the firm’s New Orleans address is 
provided, and six projects completed in Louisiana are identified; 
(b) on its Porch profile page that “…Re:design Architectural 
Studios, is an innovative architecture and design firm based 
in New Orleans, LA”, and “architecture” is one of the services 
it offers; and (c) on its Facebook profile page that the firm is 
“[a] small productive, innovative architecture and design studio 
based in New Orleans, LA,” and “Re:design Architectural Studios, 
provides thoughtful and client focused, efficient design that returns 
purposeful, beautiful and detailed oriented architecture.”  Since at 
least December of 2017, Mr. Robinson has (a) identified himself 
on the Re:design Architectural Studios website as the “Principal 
Designer,” (b) represented himself on his firm’s houzz profile page 
as, “New Orleans Area’s Most Experienced Architectural Building 
Designer,” (c) stated on his LinkedIn profile page that his firm 
“offers outsourced architectural design for the real estate industry, 
builders’ (sic), developers, landscape firms, interior designers, 
and of course homeowners,” that his experience is “Senior 
Architectural Designer,” and his firm is “an innovate architecture 
and design research studio based in New Orleans, LA,” and (d) 
offered architectural services on his Guru profile page and stated 

that his firm, “is an innovative architecture and design firm based 
in New Orleans, LA” and lists the top skills of “chief architect” and 
“architecture” and other skills as, “architect,” “architectural design,” 
and “architectural designer.”  A lawsuit was filed against Mr. 
Robinson in the  Nineteenth Judicial District Court for the Parish of 
East Baton Rouge, which rendered judgment in favor of the Board 
and against Aaron Robinson permanently enjoining, restraining 
and prohibiting Aaron Robinson and his agents, servants, and 
employees: (i) from using the name re:design architectural 
studios in Louisiana; (ii) from using the website of re:design 
architectural studios, any other website, and any other title, sign, 
advertisement, or other device to indicate that he practices or 
offers to practice architecture, or renders architectural services, or 
is an architect, in Louisiana, and (iii) from practicing or offering to 
practice architecture, or from rendering architectural services, in 
Louisiana.  Further, the Court awarded the Board a civil penalty of 
$6,224.16 and all court costs associated with the case.
 
Unlicensed Offering and/or Practicing of Architecture: 
Spectrum Designs, LLC, an unlicensed firm, was subject 
to enforcement action by the Board for practicing and/or 
offering to practice architecture and using the terms “architect,” 
“architectural,” and “architecture” without proper licensure in 
violation of La. R.S. 37:145(A) and La. R.S. 37:154(A), to wit 
LAC Title 46: I§1527.  The Board’s investigation disclosed that 
between June 2017 and July 2018 the firm represented on its 
Facebook page that it was an “Architect in Harvey, Louisiana” 
and that it “…is a New Orleans based architectural, Interiors, and 
planning firm that specializes in the development of Churches, 
Commercial and Residential properties.”  Further, since at least 
July of 2015, the firm used letterhead which stated that the firm 
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specialized in “Spiritual Architecture,” and in a contract dated July 
24, 2017, that the firm would provide “architectural services for the 
project.”  The firm entered into a Consent Order with the Board 
wherein it admitted to the referenced violations of the above 
laws/rules and agreed to pay a fine of $1,500; pay administrative 
costs of $501.53; immediately cease and desist from practicing 
and/or offering to practice architecture and from using the terms 
“architect,” “architectural,” “architecture,” or anything confusingly 
similar in referring to itself or in describing or promoting its 
business or activities in Louisiana until it is duly licensed by 
the Board; the publication of the Consent Order on the Board’s 
website; the printing of a summary of this matter identifying the 
firm by name in this publication, and the reporting of this matter to 
the NCARB Disciplinary Database.
 
Unlicensed Offering and/or Practicing of Architecture: 
Lynnette White-Gordon, an unlicensed individual, was subject 
to enforcement action by the Board for practicing and/or 
offering to practice architecture and using the terms “architect,” 
“architectural,” and “architecture” without proper licensure in 
violation of La. R.S. 37:145(A) and La. R.S. 37:154(A), to wit 
LAC Title 46: I§1527.  The Board’s investigation disclosed that 
since November of 2016, Ms. White-Gordon represented on 
her Facebook page that she was employed as an “Architect at 
Spectrum Designs, LLC,” and since at least July 2015, she used 
the title “I. Architect” on letters issued by her in conjunction with 
her work at Spectrum Design, LLC.  Further, during the March 
27, 2018, regular meeting of the New Orleans City Planning 
Commission, she introduced herself as “the architect for Subway,” 
and in a contract dated July 24, 2017, she was listed as “I. Arch 
1”.  Ms. White-Gordon entered into a Consent Order with the 
Board, wherein she admitted to the referenced violations of 

the above laws/rules and agreed to pay a fine of $1,500; pay 
administrative costs of $501.53; immediately cease and desist 
from practicing and/or offering to practice architecture and from 
using the terms “architect,” “architectural,” “architecture,” or 
anything confusingly similar in referring to herself or in describing 
or promoting her business or activities in Louisiana until she is 
duly licensed by the Board; the publication of the Consent Order 
on the Board’s website; the printing of a summary of this matter 
identifying her by name in this publication, and the reporting of this 
matter to the NCARB Disciplinary Database. 

Unlicensed Offering and/or Practicing of Architecture: 
K/G Architects, P.L.L.C., an unlicensed firm, was subject to 
enforcement action by the Board for practicing and/or offering 
to practice architecture and using the terms “architect,” 
“architectural,” and “architecture” without proper licensure in 
violation of La. R.S. 37:145(A) and La. R.S. 37:154(A), to wit 
LAC Title 46: I§1527.  The Board’s investigation disclosed that 
in October of 2015 the firm offered to practice and practiced 
architecture on one project in Louisiana.  The firm entered into 
a Consent Order with the Board, wherein it admitted to the 
referenced violations of the above laws and agreed to pay a fine 
of $1,500; pay administrative costs of $257.62; the publication of 
the Consent Order on the Board’s website; printing of a summary 
of this matter identifying the firm by name in this publication, and 
the reporting of this matter to the NCARB Disciplinary Database. 
Disclaimer: Every effort has been taken to ensure that the 
aforementioned information is correct; however, it should not be 
relied upon without verification from the Board office.  Please 
note that the names of companies and individuals listed could 
be similar to other parties who have not had disciplinary or 
enforcement actions taken against them.

(continued from page 12)
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Dear Rampart 
Gould Evans 

Chapelle Street House 
Chase Marshall Architects 

Resilient Bridgeport 
Waggonner & Ball Architecture/
Environments 




