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LSBAE is seeking candidates 
from District 5 to serve on the 
Louisiana Architects Selection 
Board beginning September 
16, 2020. Any resident architect 
holding a current Louisiana 
license desiring nomination must 
deliver a written nomination on a 
current form and/or reproduction 
obtained from the board office to 
Kathy Hillegas (khillegas@lsbae.
com) by June 30, 2020 at 5 pm. It 
must be signed by not less than 
10 resident architects holding a 
current Louisiana license.

The nomination shall state the 
parish in which the nominee 
resides and the district for which 
election is sought. Nominations 
received on or before the deadline 
shall be considered timely 
delivered. Confirmation of receipt 
is the sole responsibility of the 
nominee. 

District 5 consists of the Parishes 
of Bienville, Bossier, Caddo, 
Caldwell, Catahoula, Claiborne, 
Concordia, DeSoto, East Carroll, 
Franklin, Jackson, LaSalle, 
Lincoln, Madison, Morehouse, 
Ouachita, Red River, Richland, 
Tensas, Union, Webster, West 
Carroll and Winn.

The registration renewal period for architectual firms runs from June 1 through June 30 
each year. To access your firm’s renewal application, go to www.lsbae.com, sign in to the 
Licensing Portal and select the Firm Profile tab. You will then be able to select a button to 
complete the application. 

Renewal applications must be submitted with payment by June 30th. Paper applications 
are no longer available. Applicants can complete the renewal application online and now 
have an option to mail in a check payment to the office.  Applications not completed on 
or before June 30th will be assessed a delinquent fee equal to the renewal fee of $75 (in-
state) or $150 (out-of-state), in addition to the regular renewal fee for a total of $150 (in-
state) or $300 (out-of-state) respectively.

Renewal applications delinquent more than 90 days may also be subject to fines in 
addition to the delinquent fees.

Outlined below is some key information you should be aware of as you prepare to renew 
your registration.

Professional Architectural Corporations: 
The Professional Architectural Corporation law (R.S. 12:1086-1101) establishes owner 
and director requirements for registration with the Board. The Licensing Portal has been 
designed to validate that your firm meets these requirements. Please be sure to have 
information regarding the number of shares authorized for your firm, the total number 

Firm registration renewals due now!

mailto:khillegas@lsbae.com
mailto:khillegas@lsbae.com
https://lsbae.com/
https://licensing.lsbae.com/landing


Emerald Street Residence 
Studio WTA

Good day my fellow Louisiana Architects, associates and friends 
working in the design and construction industry. 2020 so far has 
certainly been an interesting, and at times, a very unusual and 
tough year. 

First, I would like to share with you that while COVID-19 has 
caused interruptions in our lives and made day-to-day working 
more difficult, the Office of the Louisiana State Board of 
Architectural Examiners (LSBAE) has been and is fully functional 
and services have continued uninterrupted. 

The staff deserves a great deal of credit and thanks for their 
ingenuity, hard work and positive attitude in incorporating 
teleworking, networking computers, and Zoom meetings. My 
thanks also to the Board Members of the LSBAE for their hard 

work to improve our profession and the willingness to address 
issues affecting our industry.
     
One of the major initiatives the Board hopes to continue working 
on in 2020 is the continuation of the Incidental Practice Task 
Force. This Task Force contains representation from LSBAE, the 
Louisiana Professional Engineers and Land Surveying Board, AIA 
Louisiana, and the American Council of Engineering Companies 
Louisiana. 

For more information on the work related to defining the incidental 
practice of architecture and engineering, please see the article in 
this newsletter from Paul Spaht, Attorney for the La State Board of 
Architectural Examiners, on Page 3.   
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TIME TO RENEW
(continued from page 1)

REPORT
CHAIR’S

Knox H. Tumlin, FCSI, CDT, AIA

of shares that have been issued, and total number of shares 
owned by Louisiana licensed architects, as well as total number 
of directors and directors licensed to practice architecture in 
Louisiana.

Architectural Engineering Corporations & Architectural Firms 
The Board rules for Architectural Engineering Corporations 
and Architectural Firms require you to designate one or more 
Supervising Professional Architect(s). 

A Supervising architect is responsible for performing or directly 

supervising the performance of all architectural services provided 
by the firm. This means unrestricted, unchecked, and unqualified 
command of, and legal accountability for, the architectural 
services performed. 

Specifications, drawing, or other related documents will be 
deemed to have been prepared by the architect or under the 
architect’s direct supervision only when the requirements of Board 
Rules have been satisfied. The supervising professional architect 
must be licensed by the LSBAE Board, and a full-time active 
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Palmisano headquarters 
EskewDumezRipple

(continued on page 4)

Update on proposed amendments 
to LAPELS Rule 105

By Paul H. Spaht, LSBAE Board Attorney

REPORT
BOARD ATTORNEY’S

On October 20, 2019, the Louisiana Professional Engineers and 
Land Surveyors Board (LAPELS) published a Notice of Intent 
in the Louisiana Register providing notice that it had initiated 
procedures to amend its Rule §105, which contained a very 
detailed definition of engineering incidental to the practice of 
architecture. This proposed language would restrict the incidental 
engineering work that an architect may perform.  A link to this NOI 
was contained in the December 2019 newsletter and is contained 
again here.

LSBAE responded to the Notice of Intent by advising LAPELS that 
it objected to the proposed definition contained in the published 
NOI.  The National Council of Architectural Registration Boards 
(NCARB), AIA Louisiana, and several architects also sent letters 
of objection to LAPELS.

In 2018, the La. Legislature established the Occupational 
Licensing Review Commission (OLRC). The OLRC was 
established to review each occupational regulation submitted 
to ensure compliance with state policy as it relates to (1) [t]
he increase of economic opportunities for all of its citizens by 
promoting competition and thereby encouraging innovation and 

job growth …,” and “(2) [u]se of the least restrictive regulation 
necessary to protect consumers from present and potential 
harm that threatens public health, welfare, or safety.”  (Emphasis 
added).

In the Fiscal and Economic Impact Statement submitted to the 
Legislative Fiscal Office and published in the Louisiana Register, 
LAPELS represented that the proposed rule would have no impact 
on costs and/or economic benefits to directly affected persons or 
non-governmental groups.  LAPELS further represented that the 
proposed rule would have no estimated impact on competition 
and employment in the public and private sectors. 

LSBAE disagrees with this representation.  If adopted, the 
proposed rule will require a Louisiana architect to engage an 
engineer on every project over certain thresholds, regardless of 
whether a particular project merits such an engagement.  As a 
result, countless clients may incur significantly greater expense.  
As best we can ascertain, no analysis has been made of the 
detrimental effect of this increased cost upon directly affected 
persons or the public.  

https://www.lapels.com/docs/Laws_and_Rules/Notice_of_Intent_published_20191022.pdf


Betty & Edward Marcus Sculpture Park 
Trahan Architects
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BOARD ATTORNEY’S REPORT
(continued from page 3)

The OLRC met in late February and considered LAPELS 
proposed Rule 105 amendment.  Prior to the meeting the 
LSBAE, AIA Louisiana and several AIA Louisiana architect 
members submitted letters to LAPELS, with copies to members 
of the OLRC and certain legislators, continuing to object to the 
proposed amendment.  At the OLRC meeting, a member of 
the LSBAE board and the Chair of the AIA Louisiana Advocacy 
Committee voiced their objections and concerns to the proposed 
amendment.  Those objections included the fiscal impact of 
the proposed rule upon interested persons (countless clients. 
owners, and the public). 
 
The OLRC did not approve, disapprove, or otherwise act upon 
the proposed amendment at its meeting.  Rather, it deferred any 
action until its next meeting.  Because of the COVID-19 virus and  
 

resulting Governor Proclamations, that next meeting has not yet 
occurred.

The LSBAE continues to believe that it is in the public interest, 
as well as the interest of all architects and engineers licensed 
to practice their respective professions in Louisiana, that if 
“incidental architecture/engineering” is going to be defined, the 
LSBAE and LAPELS should have the exact same definition.  
The position of the LSBAE is that a single definition addressing 
the incidental practice of architecture and engineering that both 
Boards can adopt is in the best interest of the health, safety, and 
welfare of the citizens and the built environment of Louisiana.

LSBAE is hopeful that dialogue with LAPELS will resume so 
that a mutually agreeable definition for both professions can be 
obtained.



Alliance Theater 
Trahan Architects 
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Congratulations to our new licensees by examination
The LSBAE Board is pleased to announce that the following individuals were licensed 

between November 19, 2019 and April 20, 2020.  

NAME CITY NAME                CITY

Hussein Alayyan  New Orleans, Louisiana
Richard Nicholas Arcuri, Jr. Lafayette, Louisiana
Jason Edward Blankenship  New Orleans, Louisiana
Evan Randolph Conroy  New Orleans, Louisiana
Elizabeth Rose Creim  New Orleans, Louisiana
Ashley Bell Davis Youngsville, Louisiana
Kathryn A. Falwell  Baton Rouge, Louisiana
Andrea Hendrickson Ford  New Orleans, Louisiana
Lee Degeyter Green  Youngsville, Louisiana
Jonathan Marques Fidalgo  New Orleans, Louisiana
Erika Hatsue Gilbert  Baton Rouge, Louisiana

Timothy Paul Green, Jr.  Lafayette, Louisiana
Andrea Hendrickson Ford  New Orleans, Louisiana
Max Katz  New Orleans, Louisiana
Jonathan Allen LeJune  Lafayette, Louisiana
Jonathan G. Marcantel  New Orleans, Louisiana
Jason Lee McDonald  Monroe, Louisiana
Zachary Caribbean Moss  New Orleans, Louisiana
Catherine Nguyen  New Orleans, Louisiana
Carrie Elizabeth Norman  New Orleans, Louisiana
Donald Schonhardt  New Orleans, Louisiana
Oel Robert Marcel Scott  New Orleans, Louisiana



The Schoolhouse 
Rome Office
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LSBAE’s continuity plan working 
well during a pandemicREPORT

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR’S

 By Katherine E. Hillegas, Executive Director

In accordance with Proclamations issued by Governor John Bel 
Edwards related to the COVID-19 pandemic, LSBAE continues 
to practice social distancing. Staff is working remotely and is 
available through email or phone during regular office hours.

Because we are working remotely, calls to the office are directed 
to voice mail. We monitor our voice mail regularly and are 
responding as quickly as possible. That said, we encourage 
you to e-mail the office with inquiries. While we are constantly 
monitoring phone traffic, e-mail is the most efficient way to reach 
us. 

Listed below are e-mail addresses and phone extensions for staff: 
Kathy Hillegas – khillegas@lsbae.com; 225/925-4802, ext. 1001
Tyson Ducote – tducote@lsbae.com; 225/925-4802, ext. 1002
Holly Lavigne – hlavigne@lsbae.com; 225/925-4802, ext. 1003 
 
 

We will update the website when the office opens to the public 
and advise of any new procedures in place for safely visiting the 
office.
 
We have settled into the new routine of our virtual existence and 
continue to strive to provide the same level of service through our 
remote status. This event has given us a prime opportunity to test 
our business continuity plan and we are pleased with the results 
so far. We are utilizing this time to grow and further innovate 
our abilities to maintain the operations of the Board in this new 
environment of social distancing. 

We recognize that the pandemic has brought on many new 
personal and business issues none of us could have anticipated. 
Please know that during this time, LSBAE and the staff remain 
focused on our mission to safeguard life, health and property of 
the citizens of Louisiana and to promote the public welfare.

mailto:khillegas@lsbae.com
mailto:tducote@lsbae.com
mailto:hlavigne@lsbae.com
https://lsbae.com/
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Update on ARE testing sites in Louisiana
Prometric resumed testing for the ARE in a limited capacity on 
June 1. Test centers that are opened will operate at 50 percent 
capacity to maintain social distancing requirements. If a reopened 
test center is booked beyond the 50 percent capacity limit, 
Prometric will randomly select candidates to reschedule in order 
to ensure a safe testing environment. 

Existing exam appointments for the month of June have already 
been assessed to assure examinations are delivered within the 
social distancing guidelines. It is not anticipated that any more 
exam appointments in June will be cancelled unless a test center 
is not able to be open.

If an exam appointment has been or will be impacted due 
to continued site closures or state restrictions, candidates 
will receive an email notification with instructions for how to 
reschedule for a future date.  As you may expect, this is a fluid 
and evolving situation. Key resource points related to test center 
activity can be found on the Prometric website.  

• Is your test center reopening? Current site closures list

• What will social distancing look like inside the Prometric test 
center? Procedures for North America based test centers

NCARB is supporting candidates by extending no-cost 
rescheduling and adding an additional nine-month extension to 
all passed ARE divisions as of March 1, 2020.  NCARB is also 
reminding candidates that seat credits are good for one year. This 

means the exam must be scheduled in one year; the exam does 
not have to be taken within the one-year timeframe. Candidates 
who have a seat credit expiring soon and cannot schedule due to 
current circumstances, should call NCARB directly. Candidates 
should contact NCARB Customer Service if they experience 
problems or issues related to rescheduling examinations.

 

The Prometric website indicates the following test centers in 
Louisiana opened on June 1: 
Louisiana State University at Alexandria  
8100 Highway 71 South            
Alexandria

4354 S. Sherwood Forest Blvd, Suite D-220            
Baton Rouge 

Bossier Parish Community College  
6220 E. Texas Street            
Bossier City

McNeese State University  
Office of Testing Services            
Lake Charles

2424 Edenborn Ave  
Metairie Ctr, Suite 190            
Metairie

Testing locations

https://www.ncarb.org/contact
https://www.prometric.com/sites/default/files/Social%20Distancing-%20NAM%20Test%20Centers.pdf
https://www.prometric.com/site-openings


The Chop 
eskewDumezRipple
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AIA offers re-occupancy assessment tool for architects
Architects are in a unique 
position to coordinate a range 
of mitigation strategies that, in 
aggregate, reduce the risk of 
exposure to and transmission 
of COVID-19 within non-health 
care settings. 

The AIA has developed an 
assessment tool intended 
to promote best practices 
designed to both protect the 
health, safety, and welfare 
of the public, while creating 
opportunities for businesses, 
schools, restaurants, and 
other non-essential facilities to 
provide services. 

This document provides 
architects, private clients, and 
civic leaders with a framework 
of strategies for reoccupying 
buildings and businesses 
that are in the process of 
transitioning from being fully 
closed to fully open. 

The assessment includes:  
• baseline parameters for re-
occupancy; 
 
• architectural and engineering 
strategies for site and site 
arrival, building envelope, 
fixtures and furnishings, 
plumbing and HVAC; and 
 
• administrative policies and 
procedures to reduce the 
spread of pathogens and 
support physical distancing 
policies and procedures related 
to PPE.

Click here for the assessment 
tool.

https://www.aia.org/resources/6292441-re-occupancy-assessment-tool:56
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NCARB’s Continuum Education 
https://ce.ncarb.org/ 
All courses qualify for HSW Learning Units. Completed course 
learning units are reported on AIA transcripts. Read on your own 
time and pass a quiz for CE credit. Content is free for active 
NCARB certificate holders and licensure candidates. Courses 
are available to anyone else for a small fee. 

AEC Daily 
https://www.aecdaily.com/ 
Courses are available that qualify for HSW and non-HSW 
learning units. Completed course learning units are reported on 
AIA transcripts. Most are read on your own time and pass a quiz 
for CE credit. All content is free. 

AIAU 
https://aiau.aia.org/ 
Courses are available that qualify for HSW and non-HSW 
learning units. Completed 
course learning units are 
reported on AIA transcripts. A 
mix of video and read on your 
own time reading and pass 
a quiz for CE credit. Some 
courses are free for everyone; 
others may have fees based 
on membership status. 

Architect Magazine 
https://www.architectmagazine.
com/architecture-continuing-
education/ 
Powered by Hanley Wood 
University https://www.
hanleywooduniversity.com/ 
Courses are available that 
qualify for HSW and non-HSW 
learning units. Completed 
course learning units are 
reported on AIA transcripts. 
Most are read on your own 
time and pass a quiz for CE 
credit. All content is free. 

Architectural Record 
https://www.architecturalrecord.com/topics/2141-architect-
continuing-education 
Additional content provided by BNP Continuing Education Center 
https://continuingeducation.bnpmedia.com/index.php 
Courses are available that qualify for HSW and non-HSW 
learning units. Completed course learning units are reported 
on AIA transcripts. Includes a mix of videos, reading, and live 
webinars for CE credit. Free content. 

Red Vector 
https://www.redvector.com/ 
Courses are available that qualify for HSW and non-HSW 
learning units. Completed course learning units are reported on 
AIA transcripts. Video and state-of-the-art learning management 
system with courses for CE credit. Subscription or per course 
price.

Online continuing education opportunities

Rouquette Library 
VergesRome 

Architects in Louisiana are required to complete 12 HSW continuing education courses as a condition for license renewal. Continuing 
education courses that provide qualified HSW learning units are available in many formats: conference seminars, lunch-n-learns, virtual 
education sessions, print/digital media, online courses, etc. 

With conferences being cancelled and offices working remotely, architects are reminded that online continuing education opportunities 
are available. NCARB has prepared a listing of some on-line Continuing Education opportunities below. Please note that this is NOT 
an exhaustive list, but is intended to serve as a resource to those who are seeking ways to meet the 12 HSW continuing education 
requirement for licensure renewal.

https://www.redvector.com/
https://continuingeducation.bnpmedia.com/index.php
https://www.architecturalrecord.com/topics/2141-architect-continuing-education
https://www.hanleywooduniversity.com/
https://www.hanleywooduniversity.com/
https://www.architectmagazine.com/architecture-continuing-education/
https://aiau.aia.org/
https://www.aecdaily.com/
https://ce.ncarb.org/
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REVIEW CORNER
OSFM PLAN

 By: Joe Delaune, Chief Architect

Plan reviewers with OSFM began the transition to telecommuting 
on March 16.  It was a seamless and immediate transition for 
us.  We are able to access our Information Management System, 
OSFM-IMS, from our office computers, home computers, on an 
iPad, or an iPhone, and therefore, did not experience any drop in 
productivity. In fact there was a noticeable increase! 

A few of us did have some conflicts with the security updates that 
were installed on our office PC’s after the ransomware attack 
on the state in November; however, these issues were quickly 
resolved.  We would have not been able to make this transition so 
easily without the IMS.

Plan submittal volume during the initial 9 week “Phase 0” period 
between March 14th and May 15th was down by 29%.  This is 
compared with the same timeframe last year, which had one of 
the highest volume of submittals on record.  Once Phase 1 was 
announced on March 15th, submittals immediately spiked back to 
99% the following week.  This is being very closely monitored and 
hopefully, this trend will continue.  

Plan review duties have evolved in order to adapt to these new 
challenges. COVID-19 bed conversions for health care facilities 
and other shelters around the state were a high priority during the 
first few weeks.  Some of us have been staffing our Emergency 
Operations Call Center (EOC) 24/7 to address the high volume 
of calls and to help dispatch responders for emergencies.  Some 
local jurisdictions have had limited staffing during this closure 
and rely on our office to assist.  We will also continue to assist 
business owners with opening their buildings in compliance with 
the approved guidelines throughout the phased openings. 

There is no national consensus code available that addresses 
occupancy of buildings during the COVID-19 pandemic.  Our 
office has been fully engaged with the Office of the Governor 
and with the Louisiana Department of Health (LDH) to help sort 
through the challenges of reopening our economy.  The guidance 
offered by the White House and by the CDC is high level, 
somewhat vague, and is being interpreted and applied differently 
in each state.  This is understandable since each state is affected 
differently, however, our focus is on opening Louisiana as quickly 
and safely as possible. 

 From my perspective, I can see each end of the spectrum 
and the reasons for the positions taken by both the medical 
professionals and the economists.  The Phasing plan to reopen 
businesses in Louisiana is constantly evolving and is being pulled 
hard in both directions.  Somewhere in between this tug-of-war of 
“closed” and “open” is where we are right now, but we are moving 

in the “open” direction.  We may continue to be somewhere in-
between until a vaccine is discovered. 

It is important to note that the construction industry is considered 
to be an “essential activity,” as defined by the Department of 
Homeland Security, Cyber and Infrastructure Security Agency 
(CISA).  It is critical that we all continue to move forward until we 
recover from this pandemic.  Hopefully our economy will rebound 
sooner rather than later.  

In conjunction with the Office of the Governor and LDH, our office 
has implemented the “OpenSafely” program, which is a spin-off 
of our OSFM-IMS software.  It is designed to provide information 
to registered businesses regarding upcoming changes as soon 
as they are known.  Providing information to business owners 
as soon as possible is critical in order for them to prepare for 
reopening. 
  
Regardless of the percentage of occupancy currently allowed in 
buildings, the limiting factor and the biggest challenge that we 
face is the social distancing requirement of 6 feet.  Each building 
currently has a maximum occupant load based upon the use of 
each space within it and most buildings contain multiple uses.  
Spaces having higher concentrated occupant load factors may 
not be able to exceed the current 25% Phase 1 capacity by much, 
and still maintain 6 feet between occupants or small groups, 
while spaces having lower concentrated factors may be able to 
approach much higher capacity percentages.  

Although 6 feet has been the general consensus for proper 
social distance, hopefully we will be able to loosen this constraint 
at some point.  Ideas and inventions, such as partitioning and 
screening devices, are regularly being proposed that will help 
reduce this restraint. 

Four plan review architects, Ray Urdaz, Barry Broussard, Jay 
Seastrunk, and Harvey Burns, had deployed to Puerto Rico with 
other office personnel on February 4th.  At the request of the 
Puerto Rican government, our state and several other states 
provided assistance to them to help with damage assessments 
of buildings that were affected by the recent earthquakes.  They 
returned home from their mission a few days early – just before 
airline travel stopped due to COVID-19.  Many thanks to them for 
their hard work with helping the people of Puerto Rico recover and 
for representing Louisiana so well!  

As always we appreciate your partnership, especially during these 
trying times! 

OSFM fully engaged in state 
re-opening planning, response

https://opensafely.la.gov/
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9625 Fenway Avenue, Suite B
Baton Rouge, LA 70809
Phone: (225) 925-4802

Fax: (225) 925-4804

Office hours are from 7:30 am to 4 pm
Monday – Friday
www.lsbae.com

Knox Tumlin
AIA, NCARB, CSI 

Board President 
New Orleans, LA

Allen J. Bacque’
Secretary 
AIA, NCARB

Lafayette, LA 

John Cardone, Jr.
Public Member
Lake Charles, LA

Ronald B. Blitch
FAIA, FACHA, NCARB

New Orleans, LA

J. David Brinson
AIA, NCARB

Baton Rouge, LA

Richard J. LeBlanc
AIA, NCARB

Shreveport, LA

Kevin Singh
AIA, LEED AP BD+C, NCARB

Monroe

Katherine E. Hillegas
Executive Director

Baton Rouge, LA
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St. Michael Special School 
Holly & Smith 

David Roberts Center for Economic Development  
WHLC Architecture 

Patrick Taylor Hall 
Coleman Partners Architects & Perkins+Will
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