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The firm registration renewal period runs from May 1 through June 
30 each year.  To access your firm’s renewal application, please sign 
in to the LSBAE Licensing Portal and select the “Firm Profile” tab in 
the blue header at the top of the page.  You can then update “Point of 
Contact” to begin your application. 

Renewal applications must be submitted with payment by June 30, 
2026.  Applicants can pay in one of several ways: with a credit card, 
a check (payable to LSBAE) mailed to the board office, or, new this 
year, an ACH payment through your bank.  Paper applications are no 
longer available.  Applications not completed on or before June 30, 
2026, will be assessed a delinquent fee equal to the renewal fee. An 
additional $75 (in-state) or $150 (out-of-state), for a total of $150 (in-
state) or $300 (out-of-state).

Firms that continue to practice while delinquent may also be subject 
to fines in addition to the delinquent fees and will be required to 
complete a firm reinstatement application.

Below is some important information you should know as you 
prepare to renew your certificate of authority.

Professional Architectural Corporations:

The Professional Architectural Corporation Law (R.S. 12:1086-1101) 
establishes owner and director requirements, which must be met for 

The LSBAE now allows you to pay your firm 
certificate or renewal fees via ACH.  ACH payments 
are electronic payments between bank accounts.  
If you’d like to use this option, please follow these 
steps once you reach the “Payment” section of your 
renewal application: 
1. Choose “Pay by ACH” 
2. Enter ACH Account Details: 
	 a. Full Name 
	 b. Email Address 
3. Click “Search for your bank” 
4. Click “Agree and continue” 
5. Select your bank 
6. Select your account 
7. Click “Connect account” 
8. Click “Done” 
9. Click “Submit Application”

Firm license renewals due now!

(continued on page 2)

During renewal, firms may update their Point of 
Contact (POC), who will act as their agent to receive 
communications regarding their registration and to 
conduct business with the board on their behalf.  To 
update a POC, a firm must do the following: 
• Log in to the LSBAE Licensing Portal.  
• Click the “Firm Profile” tab at the top of the page. 
• Click the blue “Update Point of Contact” button to 
   access the renewal application.  
• Confirm or update the POC information to begin the 
  renewal application. 

If a new POC is attached to the firm, an email message 
will be generated and sent to the newly designated  POC.  

• The new POC should then visit the LSBAE Licensing 
   Portal and create an account (The User ID must be the 
   e-mail address for the POC). 
• Once the account has been created and their email 
   address confirmed, the POC can log in to access the 
   firm’s record and complete the renewal application. 

Updating a firm POC

Renewals can be paid via ACH

https://licensing.lsbae.com/landing
https://licensing.lsbae.com/landing
https://licensing.lsbae.com/landing
https://licensing.lsbae.com/landing
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By John Cardone, Jr.

REPORT
CHAIR’S

You can earn one (1) HSW 
continuing education hour 
by scoring 80% or higher 
on the Louisiana Laws & 
Rules Quiz.

**The board provides this 
quiz to licensees at no 
cost.  It may be applied 
toward your continuing 
education requirements 
once each calendar year.

QUIZ

Earn HSW: 
LSBAE  

Laws & Rules registration with the board.  The Licensing Portal has been designed to validate that your firm 
meets these requirements.  Please be sure to have information regarding the number of shares 
authorized for your firm, the total number of shares the firm has issued, the total number of 
shares owned by Louisiana-licensed architects, the total number of directors, and the directors 
licensed to practice architecture in Louisiana.

Architectural-Engineering Corporations and Architectural Firms 
The Architectural-Engineering Corporation Law (R.S. 12:1171-1181) and the board rules 
for architectural-engineering corporations and architectural firms require you to designate 
one or more supervising professional architect(s).  The supervising professional architect is 
responsible for performing or directly supervising the performance of all architectural services 
provided by the firm.  This means unrestricted, unchecked, and unqualified command of, and 
legal accountability for, the architectural services performed.  Specifications, drawings, or other 
related documents will be deemed to have been prepared by the supervising professional 
architect or under such architect’s direct supervision only when the requirements of the board 
rules have been fully satisfied.  Only individuals licensed by the board who are full-time active 
employees of the firm and whose primary occupation is with the firm may be designated as 
supervising professional architects.

Firm license renewals due now!

Having served as the Board’s public member for approximately 25 
years, I have had the opportunity to see the Board evolve in many 
ways, through changes in leadership, regulation, technology, and 
the practice of architecture itself. While much has changed, one 
thing has remained constant: the Board and staff’s unwavering 
commitment to safeguarding life, health, property, and promoting 
the public’s welfare. That mission continues to drive every 
program, decision, and action of the Board and its committees.

Over the past year, the Board has taken important steps to ensure 
that our work remains both relevant and forward-looking. One of 
the most significant initiatives was the development of an updated 
Strategic Plan. With the assistance of an outside consultant, the 
Board participated in a day-long planning session to evaluate 
priorities, challenges, and opportunities. The resulting plan will 
guide the Board’s actions over the next three to five years and 
provide a clear framework for fulfilling our mission.

The Board has also undertaken a comprehensive review of 
its regulatory framework. Over the last two years, the Laws 
and Rules Committee, on which I have spent many hours as a 
member, has reviewed all the Board’s statutes and approximately 
90 percent of its rules. This has been a thorough effort to ensure 
our regulations remain clear, relevant, enforceable, and aligned 
with current practice. I encourage you to review Board Attorney 
Paul Spaht’s article in this issue for additional detail on recent and 
pending rule changes, with more anticipated later this year.

In support of accessibility and public engagement, the Board’s 
staff and webmaster successfully updated the website to meet 
WCAG 2.2 standards ahead of the April 24, 2026 deadline. This 
achievement reflects a continued commitment to ensuring that our 
services and information are accessible to all.

Additionally, the Board is preparing for an upgrade to its licensing 
portal and underlying software system. These improvements will 
include a refreshed interface and enhanced functionality, with 
implementation anticipated ahead of the November 1 kick-off of 
the license renewal season.

The Board remains focused on consistent and fair enforcement 
of the Louisiana architect licensing law and the board’s 
Administrative code. This work is essential to maintaining public 
trust and ensuring that architectural services in Louisiana are 
provided by qualified professionals.

I would like to recognize the dedication of my fellow Board 
members and thank our Executive Director and staff for their 
continued professionalism and commitment to the Board’s 
mission.

It is a privilege to serve the citizens of Louisiana, and we remain 
committed to carrying out our responsibilities with diligence and 
integrity.

Board moving forward with new 
strategic plan, review of regulations 

https://lsbae.com/lsbae-laws-and-rules-quiz/
https://lsbae.com/lsbae-laws-and-rules-quiz/
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Earlier this year, licensed architects and their points of contact 
were invited to participate in the 2026 LSBAE Licensee 
Satisfaction Survey. This biennial survey remains one of the 
most valuable tools we have for hearing directly from you, 
and the Board continues to feel that it is important to gauge 
your satisfaction with the services we provide related to your 
license and practice of architecture in Louisiana.

446 of you responded, and I want to thank each of you for 
taking the time. Your honest feedback is what allows the 
Board to keep getting better, and this year’s results gave us 
a lot to be grateful for, along with a couple of clear places to 
focus.

Once again, we received a strong majority of Satisfied or Very 
Satisfied rankings across our core service areas: 
• Customer Service - (89%)      
• Application / Renewal Process - (95%)      
• Website (www.lsbae.com) - (89%)      
• Communications - (87%)      
• Clarity of Licensing Requirements - (92%)

A few additional results stood out to me, and I wanted to 
share them.

Of the 280 respondents who hold licenses in other states, 
54% said Louisiana’s licensing process is better than the 
other jurisdictions they deal with, and 45% said about the 

What you told us in the 2026 
Licensee Satisfaction Survey 

REPORT
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR’S

 By Tyson J. Ducote, Executive Director

same. Only five respondents out of 280 said worse. That 
is a real testament to the staff, and several of you wrote in 
specifically to thank them. I want to echo that thanks publicly.

Of the 96 licensees who contacted the office in the past year 
with a question or request, 96% rated the handling Excellent 
or Good, with nearly 80% choosing Excellent. When you call 
or email, you should expect a prompt, professional response, 
and the data tells me you are getting one.

98% of you feel at least adequately informed about licensure 
and practice in Louisiana, with 73% feeling well or very well 
informed. We will keep the cadence and content of these 
communications coming.

I also want to address a couple of items where the survey 
pointed to room for improvement.

67% of respondents were unaware of the LSBAE Laws & 
Rules Quiz, which offers one free HSW hour for passing an 
open-book quiz on the board’s laws and rules. This is the 
second survey in a row where awareness of the free hour has 
been low, and it is a benefit I want every licensee to use. A link 
to the quiz is on page 2 of this newsletter.

A few of you, particularly principals of larger firms and 
licensees who live out of state, flagged that the annual 
renewal process can be cumbersome when managing many 

(continued on page 4)

Board member David Brossett speaks during 
a session at the NCARB Regional Summit in 
Oklahoma City, as Kevin Singh (current NCARB 
board member and former LSBAE member) 
looks on.

Heritage Manor of Houma 
GGB Architects



LOUISIANA MAY 2026 | PAGE 4

Following the 2025 architect renewal cycle, which 
ended on December 31, 2025, it was noted that 
108 architects still needed to renew their Louisiana 
licenses.  The breakdown is as follows:

In-State: 
- Architects – 19 
- Emeritus Architects - 6

Out-of-State: 
- Architects – 78 
- Emeritus Architects - 5

Please verify the status of your Louisiana 
architectural license by using the Find an Architect 
search function on our website, www.lsbae.com.

La. R.S. 37:152(B), La. R.S. 37:153(A)(3), and La. 
R.S. 37:154(A) prohibit the practice and/or offering 
to practice architecture in Louisiana with an expired 
license.  An individual practicing architecture 
with an expired license is in violation of the 
licensing law and is subject to discipline.

Is your La. architectural 
license current?

By the numbers... as of May 19, 2026

Total Architects  3,498     

   Residents  	   1,282	    

Non-Resident      2,216         

Total Firms  	 1,244 

 Residents   	    459 

 Non-resident       785

licenses at once. Be on the lookout for a licensing system upgrade 
coming this year that will refresh the portal and give staff more 
flexibility to make administrative improvements going forward. The 
use of a Point of Contact also helps firms coordinate their architects’ 
renewals, and I would encourage larger firms to take advantage of 
that option. That said, multiple payments processed at once is not 
something we are able to offer just yet. And while we will continue to 
look for ways to ease the process, the responsibility for being aware 
of and completing a renewal ultimately lies with each individual 
architect.

When we asked which areas LSBAE should prioritize over the 
next two years, the top responses were clear: enforcement against 
unlicensed practice (48%), clarifying and enforcing the boundary 
between architectural and engineering practice (46%), strengthening 
coordination with permitting authorities and code officials (42%), and 
providing clear guidance on laws, rules, and regulatory requirements 
(37%). The civil engineer exemption legislation that took effect last 
year was a meaningful step in that work, and these priorities will be 
in front of the Board as we continue our work and shape the next 
strategic plan.

On behalf of the staff and the Board, I would like to thank you 
again for taking the time to complete the survey. The information 
we learned from this is invaluable and will help the Board continue 
to move forward in its desire to provide first-class service to our 
licensees. In addition, it helps us safeguard life, health, and property, 
and promote the public welfare of the citizens of Louisiana through 
the built environment. As always, if you have any questions, 
concerns, or comments, please feel free to contact me.

Retreat at Quarters Lake 
RHH Architects 

AIA LA 2025 Design Award winner

REPORT
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR’S

(continued from page 3)

https://lsbae.com/
https://lsbae.com/consumer-info/find-an-architect/
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Updating board rules – As mandated by the legislature in 2024 
and Governor Landry’s Executive Order in 2025, the board 
has reviewed virtually all of its rules in accordance with stated 
criteria and has now amended or repealed many of them.  More 
specifically:

Chapter 3 – The board has completed its review and amended 
most of the rules in Chapter 3 which is titled “Organization” and 
which pertains to the organization of the board. The amendments 
update the rules to align with current board practices.  In addition, 
the board adopted Rule §319, which is new, to set forth more 
completely the powers and duties of the board. The amendments 
were published in the April 20, 2026 issue of the Louisiana 
Register and are posted on the board website.

Chapter 13 – The board is in the process of amending the rules 
in Chapter 13 which is titled “Administration” and which pertains to 
the board’s administration of the licensing law.  The amendments 
being proposed will make various changes including:
•  Remove the word “stamp” when referring to an architect’s seal.
•  Specify that certain alterations defined as Level 1 by the 
International Building Code with a value exceeding $125,000 are 
exempt from the licensing law if the applicant documents to the 
satisfaction of the State Fire Marshal that the work does not affect   
structural integrity or life safety.
•  Establish that architects shall maintain evidence of their 
responsible control over work for a minimum of five years, 
including documents prepared outside their office.

•  Expand the types of courses and programs that qualify for 
continuing education credit.
•  Establish that continuing education credit cannot be earned 
for activities under one hour, while allowing fractional credit for 
activities exceeding one hour.
•  Increase the record retention period from two years to six years 
for maintaining evidence of continuing education compliance.
• Remove the option for an in-state architect to contract with 
licensed engineers for work under the architect’s responsible 
control, requiring the architect to personally perform all necessary 
calculations and maintain full responsibility for the work under the 
architect’s responsible control, in order for an out-of-state architect 
to be deemed associated with the in-state architect on a project.
The proposed amendments were published in the Louisiana 
Register on April 20, 2026, and are posted on the board website. 

Chapter 15 – The board is in the process of amending the rules 
in Chapter 15 which pertains to names and titles.  The proposed 
amendments consolidate for simplification the rules prohibiting 
misleading or confusing names and simplify and clarify the rules 
pertaining to Professional Architectural Corporations, Architectural-
Engineering Corporations, Fictitious Names, Practicing in a Firm 
with Other Professionals, Unlicensed Persons, Intern Architect, 
Business Cards, Limited Liability Companies, Non-Resident 
Firms, and Architects Emeritus.  Existing Rules §§1505-1515 
are being repealed as unnecessary and obsolete.  The proposed 
amendments and repeals were published in the Louisiana 
Register on January 20, 2026, and are posted on the board 

By Paul H. Spaht, LSBAE Board Attorney

REPORT
BOARD ATTORNEY’S

Mandated Board regulation review 
has brought many changes

Growing Local Pavilion, Farmers Market and Education Pavilion, a project emerging 
from the 2026 AERF award to the Tulane School of Architecture & Built Environment.
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website.  The board anticipates that the proposed amendments 
and repeals will soon be adopted.

Chapter 21 – The board is required by statute to conduct the 
election of the five architectural members of the Louisiana 
Architects Selection Board pursuant to rules promulgated by the 
board.  Such rules are contained in Chapter 21, and the board 
has now updated and modernized those rules.  The amended 
rules allow for email transmissions to submit nominations, 
distribute and return ballots and provide notice of election results 
to the candidates; provide for online voting; provide for the 
electronic tabulation of votes; clarify that only properly licensed 
architects residing in Louisiana are eligible to vote; and provide 
that an architect previously nominated but not elected will receive 
notice of any vacancy of the person elected. Allowing email 
transmissions and online voting will allow the elections to be 
conducted easier, faster and less expensively. The amendments 
were published in the April 20, 2026 issue of the Louisiana 
Register and are posted on the board website.

Chapter 22 – The board is in the process of amending several of 
the rules in Chapter 22 which pertains to Louisiana Architecture 
Education and Research Fund. The proposed changes will 
allow proposals for awards to include digital deliverables; clarify 
that failure to submit the final report will result in forfeiture of a 
portion of the award and for ineligibility for future awards unless 
good cause is shown; provide for exceptions to excuse non-use 
of funds received during the academic year received; clarify 
permissible and non-permissible use of funds awarded, and 
clarify when the final report must be submitted. The proposed 
amendments were published in the Louisiana Register on 
January 20, 2026, and are posted on the board website. The 
board anticipates that the proposed amendments will soon be 
adopted.

Congratulations to our new licensees by examination
The LSBAE is pleased to announce that the following individuals were licensed by examination 

between December 6, 2025 and May 8, 2026.  

NAME		  CITY NAME	                      CITY

Calla Bardwell			   New Orleans	 LA

Zachary Broussard		  Lafayette	 LA

Skye Demarest			   Metairie		  LA

Christopher A. Doiron		  Baton Rouge	 LA

Giuliana Vaccarino Gearty		 New Orleans	 LA

Emily Victoria Girlinghouse		 Lafayette	 LA

Yara Hantash			   Zachary		  LA

Michael LaBauve			  New Iberia	 LA

Brittany Ponvelle			   Mandeville	 LA

Rachel Anne Davis Rodrigue	 New Orleans	 LA

Phoebe Roussel			   New Orleans	 LA

Kaitlin Schuette			   Baton Rouge	 LA

Samantha Nicole Staviss		  New Orleans	 LA

Molly Spencer Underwood		 Calhoun		 LA

Lindsey Osbon Windom		  Ponchatoula	 LA

Samuel Garrett Wingrove		  Baton Rouge	 LA

REPORT
BOARD ATTORNEY’S

Updating the licensing law – SB291 of 2026, which amends the 
Architect Licensing Law, has been filed and is currently working 
its way through the legislative process.  Most of the changes 
being considered are modeled after the NCARB Model Law, and 
the board is providing information in favor of the adoption of this 
bill.  The amendments are intended to be non-controversial and 
simply update the licensing law to align with current board and 
NCARB practices.  If the bill becomes law, it will be discussed in 
the next newsletter. 

Mandated Board regulation review 
has brought many changes

Brian Caubarreaux & Assoc. Law Office 
Ackal Architecture
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By Justin Owens, Deputy Director

REPORT
ENFORCEMENT

LSBAE disciplinary and enforcement 
actions taken by the Board

One important function of the Board is to investigate alleged 
violations of the statutes and rules which regulate the practice 
of architecture in Louisiana.  Substantiated violations result in 
disciplinary or enforcement action being taken either through a 
Consent Order or by Board Order following a formal hearing.  The 
following are summaries of the disciplinary actions taken by the 
Board since the previous issue of our newsletter.

Expired License Practice: 
Classical Roots Architecture, LLC (hereinafter ‘Respondent’), 
an architectural firm (license #AF1055), was subject to 
disciplinary action by the Board for practicing architecture in 
Louisiana with an expired certificate of authority in violation of  La. 
R.S. 37:145(A), La. R.S. 37:153(A)(3), La. R.S. 37:153(A)(6), La. 
R.S. 37:154(A),  La. R.S. 37:158, and Board Rule §1705(R).  On 
June 30,  2018, Respondent’s certificate of authority to practice 
architecture expired.  On August 30, 2024, Respondent submitted 
to the Board an application for reinstatement of its certificate of 
authority to practice architecture.  On the application, Respondent 
answered ‘Yes’ to the question relative to practicing architecture 
in Louisiana without a current firm license in the last five years.  
On September 3, 2024, Respondent’s reinstatement application 
was approved.  Information subsequently received from the 
Louisiana State Fire Marshal’s Office confirmed that Respondent 
had submitted one project for review in February of 2022. 
Respondent has entered into a Consent Order with the Board 
wherein it admitted to the referenced violation of the above laws 
and rule and agreed to pay a fine of $250; pay administrative 
costs of $328.93; to its supervising professional architect Michael 
P. Reid, architect license number 8494, successfully completing, 
with a minimum score of 80%, the Board’s online ‘Laws & Rules 
Quiz’ for which no continuing education credit will be awarded, 
due upon the signing of this Consent Order; to the automatic and 
immediate suspension of Respondent’s Louisiana architectural 
firm license if Respondent fails to comply with any terms of this 
Consent Order, which suspension shall remain effective until all 
terms are satisfied; to the publication of this Consent Order on 
the Board’s website; to the printing of a summary of this matter in 
the official newsletter of the Board, Louisiana Architect, identifying 
Respondent by name, and to the reporting of this matter to the 
National Council of Architectural Registration Boards (‘NCARB’) 
Disciplinary Database, identifying Respondent by name.

Other Violations: 
New Orleans Design Group, L.L.C. (hereinafter ‘Respondent’), 
an architectural firm (license #AF0649), was subject 
to disciplinary action by the Board for making material 
misstatements on its renewal applications and renewing its 
certificate of authority in 2023 and 2024 despite not actively 
employing an architect on a full-time basis during those years 
in violation of  La. R.S. 37:153(A)(6), La. R.S. 37:153(A)(7), La. 
R.S. 37:154(A), and LAC Title 46:I §1705(I).  An investigation 
was opened based upon the Board’s receipt of information which 

suggested that Respondent had renewed its certificate of authority 
in 2023 and 2024 despite not actively employing an architect on a 
full-time basis during any of these years.  Respondent has entered 
into a Consent Order with the Board wherein it admitted to the 
referenced violations of the above laws; agreed to not practice 
architecture in Louisiana in the future without first complying 
with all of the rules of the board, including the designation of 
a supervising professional architect who is actively employed 
by that firm on a full-time basis; agreed to the publication of 
this Consent Order on the Board’s website; to the printing of a 
summary of this matter in the official newsletter of the Board, 
Louisiana Architect, identifying Respondent by name; and to the 
reporting of this matter to the National Council of Architectural 
Registration Boards (‘NCARB’) Disciplinary Database, identifying 
Respondent by name.

Disclaimer: Every effort has been made to ensure that the 
aforementioned information is correct; however, it should not be 
relied upon without verification from the Board office.  Please note 
that the names of companies and individuals listed may be similar 
to other parties who have not had disciplinary or enforcement 
actions taken against them.

New Orleans Home 
Adamick Architecture
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REVIEW CORNER
OSFM PLAN

 By: Joe Delaune, Chief Architect

OSFM plan review, new online 
system changes are underway 

We all know that change is inevitable.  From the OSFM 
perspective, codes evolve, legislative mandates come and go, 
and new methods of review to account for these changes need 
to occur.  I’ve seen a lot of changes over the years!  OSFM plan 
review started out reviewing large rolls of mailed-in construction 
documents on drafting tables.  Only the NFPA 101 Life Safety 
Code and a couple of its references were applied, then it 
expanded to include ANSI A117.1 for accessibility, ASHRAE 90.1 
for energy, and now the plethora of “I” codes.  We’ll save the 
Facility Guidelines Institute (FGI) discussion for later.  

NEW ONLINE SYSTEM 
One of the most revolutionary changes to this office was the 
implementation of our online plan submittal and review system 
in late 2015.  This transformed the way we manage code 
enforcement and communications.  Now, with the advancement of 
technology, it’s time to change once again.  

On July 1st, we will launch Phase 1 of a new online system.  This 
new system is needed in order to further streamline the plan 
submittal process and to keep up with the evolving changes.  It is 
designed to be more user friendly and to better interact with other 
sections of this office.  Additional Phases will follow soon after 
initial implementation. 

CODE CHANGES 
Codes have multiplied over the years and have grown to address 
new requirements, authorities having jurisdiction over some of 
them have changed, and even some of the code publishers have 
changed, but I don’t ever recall any code getting repealed - until 
now.  Act 534 of the 2024 Session becomes effective on July 1, 
2026, and with that, the NFPA 101 Life Safety Code will no longer 
apply for many occupancy types.  

There will be a slight learning curve for us as old habits are hard 
to break.  We’ve been reviewing for both code books for quite 
a while now, so the only new thing for us to learn is what not 
to cite on which projects.  The two code book publishers have 
evolved over the years to the point where there are much fewer 
differences between their requirements as they apply to fire 
protection and life safety, but there are still a few curve balls.  

Here’s a recap of the applicable provisions that affect plan review: 

1. The OSFM will continue to review all structures (architectural 
scope) for compliance with the fire protection, egress, and 
accessibility provisions of the Louisiana State Uniform 
Construction Code (LSUCC) as adopted by the LSUCC Council.  

2. In addition, the NFPA 101 Life Safety Code (LSC) will continue 
to be applicable to Group I licensed Institutional occupancies 

and detention occupancies, 
all state owned or leased 
buildings, and Group E 
Educational occupancies.  

3. No changes to the Fire 
Alarm, Sprinkler, Special 
Locking, or Suppression 
system review process or 
requirements.  Only the later 
editions of the standards 
referenced by the IBC will be 
applicable. 

4. The provisions of the LSC 
will apply to existing buildings 
that were permitted for 
construction prior to January 
1, 2026, and the provisions 
of the IEBC/IBC will apply to 
alterations. 

5. The ADA-ABA was repealed 
and changed to reference 
IBC Chapter 11, which 
further references the ICC 
A117.1 Accessibility Code 

Loreauville Town Hall 
Allain Architects 
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– HOWEVER; the Louisiana State Uniform Construction Code 
(LSUCC) Council has amended Section 1102.1 of the IBC to add 
the following exception:  

LAC 17:I.103 and 105;  Adopt – Exception:  Until such time the 
2024 edition of this code is adopted for use, commercial buildings 
shall be permitted to comply with the requirements of the 2010 
ADA Standards for Accessible Design as adopted by the United 
States Department of Justice.

Compliance with ADA-ABA will remain an option until the 2024 
editions are adopted, this gives the Council time to properly study 
the requirements and amend the code as needed for Louisiana.  

PLAN SUBMITTALS 
Our plan submittal rate has been a bit lower so far this year as 
compared to previous years, however there were several very 
large economic development projects that kept us very busy and 

there are more of these to come later on this year.  As with most 
all projects, the construction schedules for these are fast paced 
and response times are critical. 

The OSFM team of architects, engineers, and plans examiners 
typically manage between 30 and 40 projects at any given 
time with the goal of addressing them within 5 working days of 
submittal (note that addressing them does not guarantee an 
immediate response or approval).  Approximately 55% of the 
submittals are currently being addressed within this time frame 
and over 90% within 10 days.  The time required for a review is 
typically dictated by the scope of the project, however, the smaller 
scopes of work (affectionately referred to as the “mom & pop” 
projects) do not have an architect (POR) retained, they typically 
lack information, and therefore demand more time to review and 
consult with the applicant.  The Plan Review Section also fields 
an average of over 600 phone calls and emails each week.  This 
number spikes upon adoption of new codes or law changes, so I 
do expect it to spike again after July 1st.  

OPEN POSITIONS 
We currently have 5 architect plan review positions to fill.  A 
continuous application is posted on the Civil Service website 
under “Job Seekers” and we will continue to advertise for 
interested applicants until our team vacancies are filled.  
Additional information can also be found on our “Louisiana Office 
of State Fire Marshal” postings on LinkedIn, Facebook and X 
(formerly Twitter). 

As always, please let me know of any suggestions that you may 
have to improve our service to you.  Thank you for your continued 
support and partnership with this office!    

OSFM plan review, new online 
system changes are underway 

Commercial Building 
Stout Architecture, LLC

Plan Review Numbers 
January - April 

2022		    6,327		       $2,676,340,209 
2023		    6,461		       $2,531,633,713 
2024		    6,002		       $3,464,390,946 
2025		    6,001		       $2,815,690,740 
2026		    5,676		       $3,083,986,587 

YEAR (FY)	 TOTAL REVIEWS	          ESTIMATED COST 
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9625 Fenway Avenue, Suite B
Baton Rouge, LA 70809-1592

Phone: (225) 925-4802

Office hours are 7:30 am to 4:00 pm
Monday – Friday
www.lsbae.com

John E. Cardone Jr.
Public Member

Board President
Lake Charles, LA 

Michael F. Holly – District 3
AIA, REFP, NCARB
Board Secretary

Hammond, LA 

Kristine A. Kobila – District 1
AIA, LEED AP BD+C, NCARB

New Orleans, LA 

Jason I. Zuckerman – District 2
AIA, NCARB

Mandeville, LA

David K. Brossett - District 4
AIA, LEED AP, NCARB

Lake Charles, LA

Christian R. Elberson – District 5
AIA, NCARB

Shreveport, LA

Stephen M. Long - Administrator Member
AIA, LEED AP BD+C, NCARB

Baton Rouge, LA

Tyson J. Ducote
Executive Director

  

    

Nouveau River Room 
Jessica Becker Architecture

Alexander Community Sailing Center 
Mathes Brierre Architects 




