
From: Tyson Ducote
To: State Register
Cc: APA - Senate Commerce; APA - House Commerce; APA - House Speaker; APA - Senate President; Paul Spaht
Bcc: Justin Owens
Subject: LSBAE Chapter 5 Election of Nominees to Fill Vacancy Rules Publication
Date: Wednesday, July 8, 2026 1:42:00 PM
Attachments: Insertion Order Chapter 5. Election of Nominees to Fill Vacancy.pdf

NOI Chapter 5 Election of Nominees to Fill Vacancy.pdf
NOI Chapter 5 Election of Nominees to Fill Vacancy.docx
FEIS LAC 46.I.Chapter 5. Election of Nominees to Fill Vacancies_signed_summary.pdf
FEIS LAC 14.I.Chapter 5. Election of Nominees to Fill Vacancies_Summary.docx
Existing Rules LAC 46_I.Chapter 5.Election of Nominees to Fill Vacancy.pdf
STRIKETHROUGH_UNDERSCORED version LAC 46_I.Chapter 5.Election of Nominees to Fill Vacancy.pdf
image002.png

Via email (Reg.Submission@la.gov)
 
Attn: Angela Meche
Office of the State Register
 
Re:       LAC 46:I.Chapter 5.Election of Nominees to Fill Vacancy
 
Dear Ms. Meche:
 
On behalf of the Louisiana State Board of Architectural Examiners, I hereby submit an Insertion Order, a pdf file and a word file
containing the Notice of Intent, and a pdf file and word file of the summary page of the Fiscal and Economic Impact Statement
approved by the Legislative Fiscal Office, all of which contain original signatures for the amendment of the Rules referenced above.
 
In order to comply with Executive Order JML 25-38 and R.S. 49:964(D) and align the rules for the election of nominees seeking
appointment to the board with Act 484 of 2026, the Board of Architectural Examiners (Board) proposes to amend Sections 501, 503,
505, 507, 509, 511, 513, and 515 of Part I, Chapter 5 (Election of Nominees to Fill Vacancy), Title 46 (Professional and Occupational
Standards: Architects) of the Louisiana Administrative Code.
 
Existing rules provide for the by-mail and manual process of submitting nominations, distribution of ballots, voting, and notifications.
The proposed rule changes will allow the nomination process, distribution of ballots, voting, tabulation of voting, and notifications to
be done electronically.
 
The proposed rule changes:
•            Amend the title of Chapter 5.
•            Increase from three to five the number of nominees of eligible architects that can be submitted to the governor.
•            Allow for email transmissions to submit nominations, provide notice of vacancies, distribute and return ballots, and provide

notice of the election results to the candidates.
•            Permit online voting.
•            Provide for the electronic tabulation of ballots.
•            Allow the president to extend the period of voting.
•              Update when an election can be waived.
 
No fee increases or decreases are associated with the proposed rule amendments.
 
Copies of this email are being sent to the Chairman of the Senate Commerce, Consumer Protection & International Affairs
Committee, the President of the Senate, the Chairman of the House Commerce Committee, and the Speaker of the House, all with
copies of the attached Notice of Intent, the existing rule, and a strikethrough/underscored version showing the proposed changes.
 
As set forth in the enclosed Insertion Order, I respectfully request that this Notice of Intent be published in the July 20, 2026 issue of
the Louisiana Register.  Please find below a screenshot of the Microsoft Accessibility scan output for the FINAL NOI Word
document.
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OFFICE OF THE STATE REGISTER INSERTION ORDER (eff.02/26) 


 Claiborne Building    1201 North Third Street      Suite 3-220     Post Office Box 94095 
 Baton Rouge, LA  70804-9095    PHONE (225)342-5015       FAX (225)342-0284 
 
 
 (SUBMIT A SEPARATE INSERTION ORDER PER DOCUMENT) 
 
 


 EMERGENCY RULE              NOTICE OF INTENT            RULE            POTPOURRI 
 Adoption Date of EMR:       
 Effective Date of EMR:        
  


REFER TO INSTRUCTIONS ON REVERSE SIDE 
 
 
This is your authority to publish the document indicated above in the Louisiana Register for (month, year): July 2026 
 
Office/Board/Commission promulgating this document: State Board of Architectural Examiners 
         
Department under which office/board/commission is classified: Governor's Office 
 
Person whose signature will appear in the publication (at the end of the document): Name: Tyson J. Ducote 


Job Title: Executive Director 
  
Person to contact regarding this document: Name: Tyson J. Ducote Phone number: (225) 925-4802 


Email: tducote@lsbae.com Fax number: n/a 
       
Short descriptive listing for this document to be used in the Louisiana Register's TABLE OF CONTENTS/INDEX:   
LAC 46:1.Chapter 5.Election of Nominees to Fill Vacancy     
        
File name: Chapter 5. Election of Nominees to Fill Vacancy 
 


Important: If submitting both an Emergency Rule (ER) and a Notice of Intent (NOI) to be published 
this month, AND if the rule text in the ER is identical to the rule text in the NOI, check here: 
     


Signature of Agency Head or Designee: 
 
Print Name and Title of Agency Head or Designee: Tyson J. Ducote, Executive Director  


  
 
 
 CERTIFICATION OF AVAILABLE FUNDS   DOCUMENT # 
 
LAGOV AGENCY: I certify the availability of appropriated funds for fiscal year      for the payment of the above referenced 
publication and authorize the processing of an Interagency Billing with the following coding on the 30th of the month of the 
publication. Attach supplemental sheet for additional lines of coding.  
 
 Business Area:      General Ledger:       Cost Center:       Grant:        
   
 Fund:       WBS:       Internal Order:       Functional Area:        
 
 
NON-LAGOV AGENCY: I certify the availability of appropriated funds for fiscal year 2027 for the payment of the above 
referenced publication and agree to place corresponding invoice in line for payment upon receipt. 
 
Signature of Agency Head or Designee: 
 
Billing Contact Information:                
 


Agency Name: State Board of Architectural Examiners 
 


Agency Contact Person for Billing: Tyson J. Ducote 
 


Agency E-Mail Address for Billing: bd@lsbae.com 
 


NOTE: Detailed billing information will be provided via a publishing invoice sent to the Billing Contact Information provided. 








NOTICE OF INTENT 
 


Office of the Governor 
Board of Architectural Examiners 


 
Chapter 5. Election of Nominees to Fill Vacancy 


 
Vacancy (LAC 46:I.501), Waiver of Election (LAC 46:I.503), Ballots  
(LAC 46:I.505), Voting (LAC 46:I.507), Tabulation (LAC 46:I.509),  


Tie (LAC 46:I.511), Vacancy of Person Elected as Nominee  
(LAC 46:I.513), Election Contest (LAC 46:I.515) 


 
Notice is hereby given that the Board of Architectural Examiners, in accordance with the 


provisions of R.S. 49:950 et seq., and through the authority granted in R.S. 37:144(C), proposes 
to amend LAC 46:I.Chapter 5 pertaining to the election of nominees to fill vacancies of the 
architect members of the board.  More specifically, the board gives notice that it proposes to amend 
LAC 46:I.501 pertaining to vacancies, LAC 46:I.503 pertaining to waiver of election, LAC 
46:I.505 pertaining to ballots, LAC 46:I.507 pertaining to voting, LAC 46:I.509 pertaining to 
tabulation, LAC 46:I.511 pertaining to ties, LAC 46:I.513 pertaining to vacancy of person elected 
as nominee, and LAC 46:I.515 pertaining to an election contest. 


 
Pursuant to R.S. 37:142, the board consists of seven members, five of whom shall be architects 


selected by the governor from a list of eligible architects submitted by the board.  If the number of 
architects desiring appointment to the board is more than the number of nominees statutorily 
allowed on the list of nominees, the board is mandated by R.S. 37:142(B)(1) to conduct an election. 
Act 484 of 2026 allows the election, previously done by mail ballot, to be done by either mail 
ballot or online voting.  Act 484 increased the number of architects who might be included on the 
list of nominees from three to five.  Amending LAC 46:I.Chapter 5 is necessary to align such rule 
with Act 484 of 2026.     


 
In addition, Act 192 of 2024 mandated that all state agencies which make rules systematically 


review in accordance with stated criteria a sufficient number of rules each year so that all rules 
have been reviewed within a five-year period.  Executive Order JML 25-038 issued April 1, 2025, 
mandated that by December 31, 2025, state agencies review at least 50% of the rules listed in the 
order or a minimum of 100 rules, whichever is greater, in accordance with stated criteria The rules 
to be reviewed under the executive order included LAC 46:I.501 and LAC 46:I.503-515. 


 
Applying the criteria required by Act 192 and EO JML 25-035, the board reviewed Chapter 5 


of its rules (LAC 46:I.Chapter 5) and decided that Chapter 5 should be modernized, clarified, and 
aligned with Act 484 of 2026. The amendments proposed herein amend the title of Chapter 5; 
increase from three to five the number of nominees of the architect members of the board which 
can be submitted to the governor; allow for email transmissions to submit nominations, provide 
notice of vacancies, distribute and return ballots, and provide notice of the election results to the 
candidates; permit online voting; provide for the electronic tabulation of ballots; allow for the 
extension of the period of voting by the president; and provide for related matters. 


     







Title 46 
PROFESSIONAL AND OCCUPATIONAL STANDARDS 


Part I.  Architects 
 
Chapter 5.  Election of Nominees to Fill Vacancy, if Required 
§501. Vacancy 
   A.   This Chapter concerns the election of the five nominees to be submitted to the governor for 
the filling of a vacancy on the board of one or more of the five architectural members to be 
appointed by the governor pursuant to R.S. 37:142.B. This rule shall be applicable whether the 
vacancy occurs as a result of withdrawal, disability, death, completion of the term of 
appointment, or any other reason. This rule shall not be applicable to the board members 
appointed by the governor pursuant to R.S. 37:142(C) or (D). 
   B.   If a vacancy occurs, or is about to occur, the executive director shall publish notice thereof 
in the official journal of the state for a period of not less than 10 calendar days. The published 
notice need not appear more than three times during the 10 day period. The published notice 
shall identify the district where the vacancy has occurred and state that any licensed architect 
domiciled in that district desiring to fill that vacancy shall send a letter by certified mail or email 
addressed to the executive director indicating his or her intent to be a candidate, which 
transmittal shall be accompanied by a curriculum vitae and certification that, if elected, the 
architect will serve. The deadline for receipt of the certified letter or the email described in this 
Subsection shall be not sooner than 20 calendar days subsequent to the publication of the last 
notice appearing in the official journal of the state. Confirmation of receipt shall be the sole 
responsibility of the candidate. 
   C.   The board shall also provide notice of any vacancy to anyone who has requested same by 
certified mail or email addressed to the executive director within 45 days of the occurrence of the 
vacancy. However, any failure to provide such notice shall not affect the results of any election 
conducted to fill the vacancy. 
   AUTHORITY NOTE: Promulgated in accordance with R.S. 37:144. 
   HISTORICAL NOTE: Promulgated by the Office of the Governor, Board of Architectural 
Examiners LR 29:560 (April 2003); amended LR 52: 
 


§503. Waiver of Election 
   A. If five or fewer eligible architects from any district seek nomination, no election shall be 
held in that district, and the names of those five or fewer candidates shall be submitted to the 
governor without any further board action. 
   AUTHORITY NOTE: Promulgated in accordance with R.S. 37:144. 
   HISTORICAL NOTE: Promulgated by the Office of the Governor, Board of Architectural 
Examiners LR 29:560 (April 2003); amended LR 52: 
 
§505. Ballots 
   A. If an election is necessary, the board shall prepare the ballot. The ballot shall contain the 
names of the candidates printed in alphabetical order for each district, the deadline for voting, 
and any other information or instructions the board believes may be helpful in the election 
process. Biographical information provided by the candidates may be included with the ballot. 
   AUTHORITY NOTE: Promulgated in accordance with R.S. 37:144. 







   HISTORICAL NOTE: Promulgated by the Office of the Governor, Board of Architectural 
Examiners LR 29:560 (April 2003); amended LR 52: 
    
§507. Voting 
   A. All licensed architects residing in Louisiana shall have the right to vote in the election of 
nominees to fill the vacancy for any district. If nominees are being elected for more than one 
district, a licensed architect may choose to vote in one or more but less than all district elections, 
and no ballot shall be voided for that reason. However, any ballot for the election of nominees to 
fill the vacancy for any one district containing more or less than five votes will be voided in its 
entirety. No write-in candidates will be allowed, and any ballot containing a vote for a write-in 
candidate will be voided in its entirety. 
   B. Ballots shall be emailed by the board to all licensed architects residing in Louisiana at 
their last email address provided to the board. The voting architect shall complete and submit the 
ballot as instructed and vote online.  
   C. The ballot shall not be valid unless the license number and last name of the voting 
architect appears on the ballot, and the ballot is voted on or before the deadline.  
   D. The deadline for voting will be fixed by the president and will be at least 20 calendar 
days after the deadline for the submission of requests to be a candidate described in Subsection 
§501(B). Ballots received after the deadline shall not be counted. 
   AUTHORITY NOTE: Promulgated in accordance with R.S. 37:144. 
   HISTORICAL NOTE: Promulgated by the Office of the Governor, Board of Architectural 
Examiners LR 29:561 (April 2003); amended LR 52: 
 
    
§509. Tabulation  
   A. Tabulation of the ballots will be done electronically. 
   B. The five candidates receiving the highest number of votes in each district shall have their 
name submitted to the governor as nominees. 
   AUTHORITY NOTE: Promulgated in accordance with R.S. 37:144. 
   HISTORICAL NOTE: Promulgated by the Office of the Governor, Board of Architectural 
Examiners LR 29:561 (April 2003); amended LR 52: 
 
§511. Tie 
   A. In the event the five candidates receiving the highest number of votes cannot be 
determined because of a tie, a run-off election will be held. The only candidates in the run-off 
election will be those candidates who received the same number of votes so that the outcome of 
the election cannot be fully determined. 
   B. If a run-off election is necessary, an official run-off election ballot will be emailed to 
each licensed architect residing in Louisiana approximately two weeks after it has been 
determined that such an election is necessary. 
   C. The official run-off election ballot shall contain the information set forth in §505.A, 
except only the names of and the information for those candidates in the run-off election shall be 
included. 
   D. The rules for voting, for determining the person or persons elected as nominees, and for 
tabulating votes set forth elsewhere in this rule shall be applicable. 







   E. In the event the run-off election does not decide the five candidates receiving the highest 
number of votes, the procedure set forth herein shall be repeated. 
   AUTHORITY NOTE: Promulgated in accordance with R.S. 37:144. 
   HISTORICAL NOTE: Promulgated by the Office of the Governor, Board of Architectural 
Examiners LR 29:561 (April 2003); amended LR 52: 
 
 
§513. Vacancy of Person Elected as Nominee 
   A. If a vacancy occurs with respect to a person elected as a nominee, that vacancy shall be 
filled in the following manner. 
     1. Within 45 days of the occurrence of the vacancy, the executive director shall by email 
give notice of the vacancy to all of the other candidates in that district and to anyone who has 
requested notice of any such vacancy in writing; however, any failure to provide such notice 
shall not affect any election subsequently held to fill the vacancy. 
     2. – 3.   …  
   AUTHORITY NOTE: Promulgated in accordance with R.S. 37:144. 
   HISTORICAL NOTE: Promulgated by the Office of the Governor, Board of Architectural 
Examiners LR 29:561 (April 2003); amended LR 52: 
 
§515. Election Contest 
   A. The executive director will notify the candidates of the results of the election by email or 
U.S. Mail, or both.  A 10 calendar day period for contesting an election shall commence three 
workdays (excluding Saturdays, Sundays, and legal holidays) after the results of the election are 
emailed or deposited in the mail by the executive director, whichever occurs first. 
   B. -    …  
   AUTHORITY NOTE: Promulgated in accordance with R.S. 37:144. 


HISTORICAL NOTE: Promulgated by the Office of the Governor, Board of Architectural 
Examiners LR 29:562 (April 2003); amended LR 52: 


 
Family Impact Statement 


In accordance with R.S. 49:961(A)(2)(h)(i) and 972, the following Family Impact Statement is submitted 
with the Notice of Intent for publication in the Louisiana Register: The proposed Rules have no known 
impact on family formation, stability, or autonomy. 


Poverty Impact Statement 
In accordance with R.S. 49:961(A)(2)(h)(ii) and 973, the following Poverty Impact Statement is 


submitted with the Notice of Intent for publication in the Louisiana Register: The proposed Rules have no 
known impact on child, individual, or family poverty in relation to individual or community asset 
development as described in R.S. 49:973. 


Small Business Analysis 
The impact of the proposed Rule on small businesses as defined in the Regulatory Flexibility Act has 


been considered. It is estimated that the proposed action is not expected to have a significant adverse impact 
on small businesses. The agency, consistent with health, safety, environmental and economic welfare 
factors, has considered and, where possible, utilized regulatory methods in the drafting of the proposed 
Rule that will accomplish the objectives of applicable statutes while minimizing the adverse impact of the 
proposed Rule on small businesses. 


Provider Impact Statement 
In accordance with HCR 170 of the 2014 Regular Legislative Session, the following Provider  Impact 


Statement is submitted with the Notice of Intent for publication in the Louisiana Register: The proposed 







Rules have no known effect on the staffing level requirements or qualifications required to provide the 
same level of service, the cost to the provider to provide such services,  or the ability of the provider to 
provide the same level of service. 


Public Comments 
Interested persons may submit written comments on the proposed Rules to Tyson Ducote, Executive 


Director, Louisiana State Board of Architectural Examiners, 9625 Fenway Avenue, Suite B, Baton Rouge, 
LA  70809.  All comments must be submitted by August 14, 2026. 


 
       ____________________________________ 
       Tyson Ducote      
       Executive Director 
 
 
 
    
 


 





		The impact of the proposed Rule on small businesses as defined in the Regulatory Flexibility Act has been considered. It is estimated that the proposed action is not expected to have a significant adverse impact on small businesses. The agency, consis...
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Office of the Governor

Board of Architectural Examiners



Chapter 5. Election of Nominees to Fill Vacancy



[bookmark: _Hlk204706958][bookmark: _Hlk204707508][bookmark: _Hlk204707427][bookmark: _Hlk204769018]Vacancy (LAC 46:I.501), Waiver of Election (LAC 46:I.503), Ballots 

(LAC 46:I.505), Voting (LAC 46:I.507), Tabulation (LAC 46:I.509), 

Tie (LAC 46:I.511), Vacancy of Person Elected as Nominee 

(LAC 46:I.513), Election Contest (LAC 46:I.515)



[bookmark: _Hlk204707564]Notice is hereby given that the Board of Architectural Examiners, in accordance with the provisions of R.S. 49:950 et seq., and through the authority granted in R.S. 37:144(C), proposes to amend LAC 46:I.Chapter 5 pertaining to the election of nominees to fill vacancies of the architect members of the board.  More specifically, the board gives notice that it proposes to amend LAC 46:I.501 pertaining to vacancies, LAC 46:I.503 pertaining to waiver of election, LAC 46:I.505 pertaining to ballots, LAC 46:I.507 pertaining to voting, LAC 46:I.509 pertaining to tabulation, LAC 46:I.511 pertaining to ties, LAC 46:I.513 pertaining to vacancy of person elected as nominee, and LAC 46:I.515 pertaining to an election contest.



Pursuant to R.S. 37:142, the board consists of seven members, five of whom shall be architects selected by the governor from a list of eligible architects submitted by the board.  If the number of architects desiring appointment to the board is more than the number of nominees statutorily allowed on the list of nominees, the board is mandated by R.S. 37:142(B)(1) to conduct an election. Act 484 of 2026 allows the election, previously done by mail ballot, to be done by either mail ballot or online voting.  Act 484 increased the number of architects who might be included on the list of nominees from three to five.  Amending LAC 46:I.Chapter 5 is necessary to align such rule with Act 484 of 2026.    



[bookmark: _Hlk204768175]In addition, Act 192 of 2024 mandated that all state agencies which make rules systematically review in accordance with stated criteria a sufficient number of rules each year so that all rules have been reviewed within a five-year period.  Executive Order JML 25-038 issued April 1, 2025, mandated that by December 31, 2025, state agencies review at least 50% of the rules listed in the order or a minimum of 100 rules, whichever is greater, in accordance with stated criteria The rules to be reviewed under the executive order included LAC 46:I.501 and LAC 46:I.503-515.



Applying the criteria required by Act 192 and EO JML 25-035, the board reviewed Chapter 5 of its rules (LAC 46:I.Chapter 5) and decided that Chapter 5 should be modernized, clarified, and aligned with Act 484 of 2026. The amendments proposed herein amend the title of Chapter 5; increase from three to five the number of nominees of the architect members of the board which can be submitted to the governor; allow for email transmissions to submit nominations, provide notice of vacancies, distribute and return ballots, and provide notice of the election results to the candidates; permit online voting; provide for the electronic tabulation of ballots; allow for the extension of the period of voting by the president; and provide for related matters.

    

Title 46

PROFESSIONAL AND OCCUPATIONAL STANDARDS

Part I.  Architects



Chapter 5.  Election of Nominees to Fill Vacancy, if Required

§501.	Vacancy

   A.   This Chapter concerns the election of the five nominees to be submitted to the governor for the filling of a vacancy on the board of one or more of the five architectural members to be appointed by the governor pursuant to R.S. 37:142.B. This rule shall be applicable whether the vacancy occurs as a result of withdrawal, disability, death, completion of the term of appointment, or any other reason. This rule shall not be applicable to the board members appointed by the governor pursuant to R.S. 37:142(C) or (D).

   B.   If a vacancy occurs, or is about to occur, the executive director shall publish notice thereof in the official journal of the state for a period of not less than 10 calendar days. The published notice need not appear more than three times during the 10 day period. The published notice shall identify the district where the vacancy has occurred and state that any licensed architect domiciled in that district desiring to fill that vacancy shall send a letter by certified mail or email addressed to the executive director indicating his or her intent to be a candidate, which transmittal shall be accompanied by a curriculum vitae and certification that, if elected, the architect will serve. The deadline for receipt of the certified letter or the email described in this Subsection shall be not sooner than 20 calendar days subsequent to the publication of the last notice appearing in the official journal of the state. Confirmation of receipt shall be the sole responsibility of the candidate.

[bookmark: _Hlk204877217]   C.   The board shall also provide notice of any vacancy to anyone who has requested same by certified mail or email addressed to the executive director within 45 days of the occurrence of the vacancy. However, any failure to provide such notice shall not affect the results of any election conducted to fill the vacancy.

   AUTHORITY NOTE: Promulgated in accordance with R.S. 37:144.

   HISTORICAL NOTE: Promulgated by the Office of the Governor, Board of Architectural Examiners LR 29:560 (April 2003); amended LR 52:



§503.	Waiver of Election

   A.	If five or fewer eligible architects from any district seek nomination, no election shall be held in that district, and the names of those five or fewer candidates shall be submitted to the governor without any further board action.

   AUTHORITY NOTE: Promulgated in accordance with R.S. 37:144.

   HISTORICAL NOTE: Promulgated by the Office of the Governor, Board of Architectural Examiners LR 29:560 (April 2003); amended LR 52:



§505.	Ballots

   A.	If an election is necessary, the board shall prepare the ballot. The ballot shall contain the names of the candidates printed in alphabetical order for each district, the deadline for voting, and any other information or instructions the board believes may be helpful in the election process. Biographical information provided by the candidates may be included with the ballot.

   AUTHORITY NOTE: Promulgated in accordance with R.S. 37:144.

   HISTORICAL NOTE: Promulgated by the Office of the Governor, Board of Architectural Examiners LR 29:560 (April 2003); amended LR 52:

   

§507.	Voting

   A.	All licensed architects residing in Louisiana shall have the right to vote in the election of nominees to fill the vacancy for any district. If nominees are being elected for more than one district, a licensed architect may choose to vote in one or more but less than all district elections, and no ballot shall be voided for that reason. However, any ballot for the election of nominees to fill the vacancy for any one district containing more or less than five votes will be voided in its entirety. No write-in candidates will be allowed, and any ballot containing a vote for a write-in candidate will be voided in its entirety.

   B.	Ballots shall be emailed by the board to all licensed architects residing in Louisiana at their last email address provided to the board. The voting architect shall complete and submit the ballot as instructed and vote online. 

   C.	The ballot shall not be valid unless the license number and last name of the voting architect appears on the ballot, and the ballot is voted on or before the deadline. 

   D.	The deadline for voting will be fixed by the president and will be at least 20 calendar days after the deadline for the submission of requests to be a candidate described in Subsection §501(B). Ballots received after the deadline shall not be counted.

   AUTHORITY NOTE: Promulgated in accordance with R.S. 37:144.

   HISTORICAL NOTE: Promulgated by the Office of the Governor, Board of Architectural Examiners LR 29:561 (April 2003); amended LR 52:



   

§509.	Tabulation 

   A.	Tabulation of the ballots will be done electronically.

   B.	The five candidates receiving the highest number of votes in each district shall have their name submitted to the governor as nominees.

   AUTHORITY NOTE: Promulgated in accordance with R.S. 37:144.

   HISTORICAL NOTE: Promulgated by the Office of the Governor, Board of Architectural Examiners LR 29:561 (April 2003); amended LR 52:



§511.	Tie

   A.	In the event the five candidates receiving the highest number of votes cannot be determined because of a tie, a run-off election will be held. The only candidates in the run-off election will be those candidates who received the same number of votes so that the outcome of the election cannot be fully determined.

   B.	If a run-off election is necessary, an official run-off election ballot will be emailed to each licensed architect residing in Louisiana approximately two weeks after it has been determined that such an election is necessary.

   C.	The official run-off election ballot shall contain the information set forth in §505.A, except only the names of and the information for those candidates in the run-off election shall be included.

   D.	The rules for voting, for determining the person or persons elected as nominees, and for tabulating votes set forth elsewhere in this rule shall be applicable.

   E.	In the event the run-off election does not decide the five candidates receiving the highest number of votes, the procedure set forth herein shall be repeated.

   AUTHORITY NOTE: Promulgated in accordance with R.S. 37:144.

   HISTORICAL NOTE: Promulgated by the Office of the Governor, Board of Architectural Examiners LR 29:561 (April 2003); amended LR 52:





§513.	Vacancy of Person Elected as Nominee

   A.	If a vacancy occurs with respect to a person elected as a nominee, that vacancy shall be filled in the following manner.

     1.	Within 45 days of the occurrence of the vacancy, the executive director shall by email give notice of the vacancy to all of the other candidates in that district and to anyone who has requested notice of any such vacancy in writing; however, any failure to provide such notice shall not affect any election subsequently held to fill the vacancy.

     2. – 3.   …	

   AUTHORITY NOTE: Promulgated in accordance with R.S. 37:144.

   HISTORICAL NOTE: Promulgated by the Office of the Governor, Board of Architectural Examiners LR 29:561 (April 2003); amended LR 52:



§515.	Election Contest

   A.	The executive director will notify the candidates of the results of the election by email or U.S. Mail, or both.  A 10 calendar day period for contesting an election shall commence three workdays (excluding Saturdays, Sundays, and legal holidays) after the results of the election are emailed or deposited in the mail by the executive director, whichever occurs first.

   B. -    …	

   AUTHORITY NOTE: Promulgated in accordance with R.S. 37:144.

HISTORICAL NOTE: Promulgated by the Office of the Governor, Board of Architectural Examiners LR 29:562 (April 2003); amended LR 52:



Family Impact Statement

[bookmark: _Hlk138069397][bookmark: _Hlk138069476]In accordance with R.S. 49:961(A)(2)(h)(i) and 972, the following Family Impact Statement is submitted with the Notice of Intent for publication in the Louisiana Register: The proposed Rules have no known impact on family formation, stability, or autonomy.

Poverty Impact Statement

[bookmark: _Hlk138069571][bookmark: _Hlk138069604][bookmark: _Hlk138069801]In accordance with R.S. 49:961(A)(2)(h)(ii) and 973, the following Poverty Impact Statement is submitted with the Notice of Intent for publication in the Louisiana Register: The proposed Rules have no known impact on child, individual, or family poverty in relation to individual or community asset development as described in R.S. 49:973.

Small Business Analysis

The impact of the proposed Rule on small businesses as defined in the Regulatory Flexibility Act has been considered. It is estimated that the proposed action is not expected to have a significant adverse impact on small businesses. The agency, consistent with health, safety, environmental and economic welfare factors, has considered and, where possible, utilized regulatory methods in the drafting of the proposed Rule that will accomplish the objectives of applicable statutes while minimizing the adverse impact of the proposed Rule on small businesses.

Provider Impact Statement

In accordance with HCR 170 of the 2014 Regular Legislative Session, the following Provider  Impact Statement is submitted with the Notice of Intent for publication in the Louisiana Register: The proposed Rules have no known effect on the staffing level requirements or qualifications required to provide the same level of service, the cost to the provider to provide such services,  or the ability of the provider to provide the same level of service.

Public Comments

Interested persons may submit written comments on the proposed Rules to Tyson Ducote, Executive Director, Louisiana State Board of Architectural Examiners, 9625 Fenway Avenue, Suite B, Baton Rouge, LA  70809.  All comments must be submitted by August 14, 2026.



							____________________________________

							Tyson Ducote 												Executive Director







   















FISCAL AND ECONOMIC IMPACT STATEMENT

FOR ADMINISTRATIVE RULES



		Person Preparing Statement: 

		Tyson J. Ducote

		

		Dept.: 

		Office of the Governor



		Phone: 

		(225) 925-4802

		

		Office: 

		Board of Architectural Examiners



		Return Address: 

		9625 Fenway Avenue, Suite B

		

		Rule Title: 

		LAC 46:I.Chapter 5. Election of Nominees to Fill Vacancy



		

		Baton Rouge, LA 70809

		

		

		



		

		

		

		Date Rule Takes Effect: 

		Upon Promulgation







SUMMARY

(Use complete sentences)



In accordance with Section 961 of Title 49 of the Louisiana Revised Statutes, there is hereby submitted a fiscal and economic impact statement on the rule proposed for adoption, repeal or amendment. THE FOLLOWING STATEMENTS SUMMARIZE ATTACHED WORKSHEETS, I THROUGH IV AND WILL BE PUBLISHED IN THE LOUISIANA REGISTER WITH THE PROPOSED AGENCY RULE.





I. ESTIMATED IMPLEMENTATION COSTS (SAVINGS) TO STATE OR LOCAL GOVERNMENTAL UNITS (Summary)	


The proposed rule changes are anticipated to result in savings of approximately $1,368 per year for the Board of Architectural Examiners.



If letters from more than five eligible architects desiring appointment to the board are received, the board is mandated by R.S. 37:142(B)(1) to conduct an election.  Existing rules provide that the process for submitting nominations, distribution of ballots, voting, and notifications be done manually.  The proposed rule changes will allow the nomination process, distribution of ballots, voting, tabulation of voting, and notifications to be done electronically.





II. ESTIMATED EFFECT ON REVENUE COLLECTIONS OF STATE OR LOCAL GOVERNMENTAL UNITS (Summary)	


The proposed rule changes have no anticipated effect on the revenue collections of state or local governmental units.  No revenues related to the election of nominees seeking appointment to the board are collected by the board.




III. ESTIMATED COSTS AND/OR ECONOMIC BENEFITS TO DIRECTLY AFFECTED PERSONS, SMALL BUSINESSES, OR NON-GOVERNMENTAL GROUPS (Summary)	


The proposed rule changes align the rules for the election of nominees seeking appointment to the board with Act 484 of 2026.  In addition, the changes simplify and modernize the procedures for such elections by allowing the nomination process, distribution of ballots, voting, tabulation of voting, and notifications to be done electronically.  Although the election process for nominees will become somewhat simpler, the board does not anticipate any increase or decrease in costs or economic benefits to directly affected persons, small businesses, or non-governmental groups that can be measured or calculated.















IV. ESTIMATED EFFECT ON COMPETITION AND EMPLOYMENT (Summary)	


The proposed rule changes will not affect competition or employment.




		

		

		



		Signature of Head or Designee

		

		Legislative Fiscal Officer or Designee



		Tyson J. Ducote, Executive Director

		

		



		Typed Name & Title of Agency Head or Designee 

		

		



		

		

		



		Date of Signature 

		

		Date of Signature 











				06/2026
































NOTICE OF INTENT

Office of the Governor
Board of Architectural Examiners

Chapter 5. Election of Nominees to Fill Vacancy

Vacancy (LAC 46:L501). Waiver of Election (LAC 46:1.503), Ballots

(LAC 46:L505). Voting (LAC 46:1.507), Tabulation (LAC 46:1.509),
Tie (LAC 46:L511), Vacancy of Person Elected as Nominee
(LAC 46:L513), Election Contest (LAC 46:L515)

Notice is hereby given that the Board of Architectural Examiners, in accordance with the
provisions of R.S. 49:950 et seq., and through the authority granted in R.S. 37:144(C), prop

to amend LAC 46.1 Chapter 5 pertaining to the election of nominees to fill vacancies of the
architect members of the board. More specifically, the board gives notice that it proposes to amend
LAC 461501 pertaining to v . LAC 46:1503 pertaining to waiver of clection, LAC
46:1505 pertaining to ballots, LAC 46:L507 pertaining to voting, LAC 46:1509 pertaining to
tabulation, LAC 46:L511 pertaining to ties, LAC 46:L513 pertaining to vacancy of person elected
as nominee, and LAC 46.L515 pertaining to an election contest.
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If you have any questions or need any further information, please advise.
 
With kind regards,
 
Tyson J. Ducote
Executive Director
 
Enclosures (as stated)               
cc:  Senator Beth Mizell, Chair, Senate Committee for Commerce, Consumer Protection & International Affairs (w/ enclosures)
(apa.s-com@legis.la.gov)
Senator J. Cameron Henry, Jr., Senate President (w/enclosures) (apa.senatepresident@legis.la.gov)
Representative Daryl Andrew Deshotel, Chair, House Commerce Committee (w/ enclosures) (apa.h-com@legis.la.gov)
Representative Phillip R. DeVillier, Speaker of the House (w/ enclosures) (apa.housespeaker@legis.la.gov)
              Mr. Paul H. Spaht (with enclosures) (paul@spahtlaw.com)
 
Tyson J. Ducote
Executive Director
Louisiana State Board of Architectural Examiners
(225) 925-4802 | LSBAE.com |tducote@lsbae.com
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privileged material.  Any review, retransmission, dissemination, or other use of, or taking of any action in reliance upon, this information by persons or
entities other than the intended recipient is prohibited. If you received this in error, please contact the sender, delete the material from any system, and
destroy any copies.
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Caution: This is an external email and has a suspicious subject or content. Please take
care when clicking links or opening attachments. When in doubt, contact your IT
Department

From: APA - House Commerce
To: Tyson Ducote
Subject: Request received
Date: Wednesday, July 8, 2026 1:43:18 PM

ELECTRONIC RECEIPT BY COMMITTEE
 
Your Administrative Procedure Act (APA) submission has been received by the Committee on
Commerce, Louisiana House.
 
(Please do not respond to this automatically generated response.)
 
If your communication is unrelated to an APA required submission, it has been deleted.
 
If you would like to contact your state legislator, click here
https://www.legis.la.gov/legis/HowDoI2.aspx?p=3#11 to determine the name of your state
representative and state senator and to find their contact information.
 
If you would like to contact members of a particular committee, click here for House Committees
https://www.legis.la.gov/legis/Committees.aspx?c=H and here for Senate Committees
https://www.legis.la.gov/legis/Committees.aspx?c=S. The name and contact information of all
committee members is available at these sites.
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From: APA - Senate President
To: Tyson Ducote
Subject: Request received
Date: Wednesday, July 8, 2026 1:43:19 PM

ELECTRONIC RECEIPT FROM THE OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT
 
Your Administrative Procedure Act (APA) submission has been received by the Office of the President, Louisiana
Senate.
 
(Please do not respond to this automatically generated response.)
 
If your communication is unrelated to an APA required submission, it has been deleted.
 
If you would like to contact your state legislator, click here https://www.legis.la.gov/legis/HowDoI2.aspx?p=3#11 to
determine the name of your state representative and state senator and to find their contact information.
 
If you would like to contact members of a particular committee, click here for House Committees
https://www.legis.la.gov/legis/Committees.aspx?c=H and here for Senate Committees
https://www.legis.la.gov/legis/Committees.aspx?c=S. The name and contact information of all committee members
is available at these sites.
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From: APA - Senate Commerce
To: Tyson Ducote
Cc: APA - Senate Commerce
Subject: Request received
Date: Wednesday, July 8, 2026 1:43:20 PM

ELECTRONIC RECEIPT BY COMMITTEE
 
Your Administrative Procedure Act (APA) submission has been received by the Committee on Commerce, Louisiana
Senate.
 
(Please do not respond to this automatically generated response.)
 
If your communication is unrelated to an APA required submission, it has been deleted.
 
If you would like to contact your state legislator, click here https://www.legis.la.gov/legis/HowDoI2.aspx?p=3#11 to
determine the name of your state representative and state senator and to find their contact information.
 
If you would like to contact members of a particular committee, click here for House Committees
https://www.legis.la.gov/legis/Committees.aspx?c=H and here for Senate Committees
https://www.legis.la.gov/legis/Committees.aspx?c=S. The name and contact information of all committee members
is available at these sites.
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From: APA - House Speaker
To: Tyson Ducote
Subject: Request received
Date: Wednesday, July 8, 2026 1:43:18 PM

ELECTRONIC RECEIPT FROM THE OFFICE OF THE SPEAKER

Your Administrative Procedure Act (APA) submission has been received by the Office of the Speaker, Louisiana
House of Representatives.

(Please do not respond to this automatically generated response.)

If your communication is unrelated to an APA required submission, it has been deleted.

If you would like to contact your state legislator, click here https://www.legis.la.gov/legis/HowDoI2.aspx?p=3#11 to
determine the name of your state representative and state senator and to find their contact information.

If you would like to contact members of a particular committee, click here for House Committees
https://www.legis.la.gov/legis/Committees.aspx?c=H and here for Senate Committees
https://www.legis.la.gov/legis/Committees.aspx?c=S. The name and contact information of all committee members
is available at these sites.
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